| HISTORIC PRESERVATION

2025 REVIEW

The Lexington City Council established the Lexington Historic Preservation Commission in 2005 to
"safeguard the heritage of the city by preserving any district or landmark herein that embodies
important elements of its culture, history, architectural history or prehistory" and "promote the use
and conservation of such district or landmark for the education, pleasure and enrichment of the
residents of the City and the State as a whole." In 2015, City Council merged the Commission with the
Planning Board for a comprehensive review.

The Commission’s primary role is recommending properties to be designated as historic districts
and landmarks and reviewing Certificates of Appropriateness from owners of designated
buildings in local historic districts and landmarks who plan to make changes to their properties.

A YEAR IN REVIEW

This year, the Commission recommended Dunbar School for
Local Historic Landmark Designation and reviewed 4 major
Certificates of Appropriateness. The following Commission
members and City staff also completed State Historic
Preservation training in compliance with the NC Certified
Local Governments program: David Dunn, Julie Harshaw,
Robert Smith, Jack Waters, Josh Monk, and Rebecca Hart.

REVIEWING CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

Owners of local landmarks or properties in historic districts must obtain a Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) before major alterations, new construction, demolition, or relocation. The
Commission reviews COAs to ensure work aligns with the district’s or landmark’s character.

The City of Lexington reviewed 11 COAs in 2025, @ Minor @ Major
including 7 minor works through administrative
review and 4 major works through a quasi-judicial
hearing by the Commission. These COAs represent
work at Dunbar School and 8 different properties 15
in the Park Place Local Historic District and
included siding replacement, additions, fencing,
accessory structures, new gutters and windows,
and demolition.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT LEXINGTON HAS..

7 National Register Individually-Listed Properties

4 National Register Historic Districts

3 Local Landmarks

1 Local Historic District

DESIGNATING HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Properties can be designated as historic on a national level by being placed on the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) or on a local level as a Local Historic District or Local Landmark.

Nationally recognized properties are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, an honorary
designation that acknowledges their historical significance without restricting private owners, though
they may be eligible for rehabilitation tax credits. Locally designated properties are recognized by the
City as worthy of preservation and protection. Local landmarks may qualify for a fifty percent annual
property tax deferral if historic features are maintained, and local district designation has no effect on
property taxes for property owners within the district.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT: DUNBAR SCHOOL RECEIVES LOCAL LANDMARK STATUS

The Commission recommended Dunbar School for Local Landmark status on January 21,
2025, and City Council adopted an ordinance designating Dunbar School on February 10,

2025.
“Located at 301 Smith Avenue in Lexington,

North Carolina, Dunbar School is a ca. 1952
high school constructed for the Black
community before the local school system was
desegregated circa 1964. The school’s
auditorium was constructed in 1956. A

classroom addition was constructed in 1962,
and a media center and classroom wing were
added in 1973. Despite modernization, the
school retains its integrity as the floor plan is
intact as are many of the original finishes.”

Since receiving Local Landmark status, Dunbar School has also received a Certificate of
Appropriateness for a renovation and addition to develop the site into a mixed-use residential
and community space.




ABOUT THIS REPORT

The City of Lexington filed its 2025 report to the State Historic Preservation Office on December 22,
2025, per the Certified Local Government Program (CLG) requirements. This document provides an
expanded summary of local historic preservation activities within the reporting period of October 1,
2024 - September 30, 2025. The CLG designation allows the City of Lexington to participate in the
national framework of historic preservation programs and apply for grant funds for eligible survey,
planning, pre-development, or development activities.

The City of Lexington’s historic preservation program is administered by the Office of Business and
Community Development located at 31 W 1st Street, Lexington, NC 27292. Staff can be reached by
phone at 336-248-3900 or email at ZoningLLandUse@LexingtonNC.gov.

RESOURCES

City of Lexington Historic Preservation

City of Lexington Historic Guidelines

Lincoln Park Neighborhood National Register Nomination Project

NC Historic Preservation Office Website

National Register of Historic Places
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