Office of the Mayor
City of Lexington
January 30, 2026 by EO 32

CITY OF LEXINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA
STATE OF EMERGENCY DECLARATION

WHEREAS, current weather forecasts indicate that another major winter storm is expected to impact the State of
North Carolina beginning on or about January 30, 2026, and continuing for several days, with potential for significant
impacts and disruptions; and

WHEREAS, on January 24 and 25, 2026, the State experienced severe winter weather, including freezing rain, which
caused widespread power outages and hazardous conditions, and the State has since experienced sustained below-
average temperatures, further exacerbating the impact on public safety, infrastructure, and essential services. On
January 21, 2026, Governor Josh Stein issued Executive Order No. 31, declaring a State of Emergency, which has
been rescinded; and

WHEREAS, on Thursday, January 29, 2026, Governor Josh Stein issued Executive Order No. 32, declaring a State
of Emergency across the State and temporarily waiving and suspending certain motor vehicle regulations to facilitate
emergency response efforts and support the safe movement of essential vehicles and ordered local agencies to
cooperate in the implementation of the provisions of the declaration and the provisions of the North Carolina
Emergency Operations Plan; and

WHEREAS, the projected winter storm will likely damage public and private property and seriously disrupt essential
utility services and systems; and for the corporate limits of the City of Lexington and throughout Davidson County;
and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Lexington is authorized and empowered by §9.37 of the City of Lexington,
North Carolina, Code of Ordinances and N.C.G.S. 166A-19.3 et. seq. and N.C.G.S. 166A-19.22 to issue a public
proclamation declaring to all persons the existence of a state of emergency, and

WHEREAS, as a result of the above-described circumstances, I have determined that there are existing conditions
that have caused or will cause widespread damage, injury, or loss of life or property, and public safety authorities will
require assistance to afford adequate protection for lives or property; and

WHEREAS, none of the emergency prohibitions or restrictions authorized by law and set out in §9.37-38, 9.40 of the
City of Lexington, North Carolina, Code of Ordinances, are required by the current circumstances within the County;
and

WHEREAS, pursuant to §9.37, 9.39 of the City of Lexington, North Carolina Code of Ordinances, a proclamation
issued pursuant to this Chapter shall remain in effect until February 20, 2026, unless modified, superseded, rescinded,

or ended by the Mayor.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that a state of emergency exists in the corporate limits of the City

of Lexington and Davidson County.
‘\d‘[ayor é ]

Effective, this is the 30th day of January 2026 at 8:30 a.m.
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