
The Lexington City Council established the Lexington Historic Preservation Commission in 2005 to
"safeguard the heritage of the city by preserving any district or landmark herein that embodies
important elements of its culture, history, architectural history or prehistory" and "promote the use
and conservation of such district or landmark for the education, pleasure and enrichment of the
residents of the City and the State as a whole." In 2015, City Council merged the Commission with the
Planning Board for a comprehensive review.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
2024 REVIEW

The Commission’s primary role is recommending properties to be designated as historic districts
and landmarks and reviewing Certificates of Appropriateness from owners of designated
buildings in local historic districts and landmarks who plan to make changes to their properties.

N.C. G.S. 160D‑303 requires the Commission to have at least three specialized members with a
demonstrated special interest, experience, or education in history, architecture, or related fields. In
2024, the following Commission members and city staff completed State Historic Preservation
training in compliance with the NC Certified Local Governments program: Christopher Allred,
David Dunn, Bryce Holmes, Josh Monk, Preston Trey Cleaton, and Rebecca Hart. 

SPECIALIZED MEMBERSHIP

DESIGNATING HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Properties can be designated as historic on a national level by being placed on the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) or on a local level as a Local Historic District or Local Landmark. 

Nationally recognized historic properties include the
Uptown Lexington Historic District, Erlanger Mill
Village Historic District, Grimes School, the Holt
House, St. Stephen United Methodist Church, and the
Old Davidson County Courthouse. National Register
listing is primarily an honor, meaning that a property
has been researched and evaluated according to
established procedures and determined to be worthy of
preservation for its historical value.  The listing of a
property in the National Register places no obligation or
restriction on a private owner using private resources to
maintain or alter the property. Listed properties may be
eligible for tax credits for rehabilitation projects. 

Grimes School 
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Locally designated historic properties include the Park
Place Local Historic District, Parkview Apartments, and
Grimes Mill. Local designation is an honor, indicating that
the community believes that the property or district
deserves recognition and protection. Owners of designated
landmarks are eligible to apply for an annual fifty percent
property tax deferral as long as the property’s important
historic features are maintained. Recapture penalties may
apply if the owner destroys the property or damages its
historic value. Local district designation has no effect on
property taxes for property owners within the district.

Grimes Mill 

Owners of local landmarks and of property in local historic districts are required to obtain certificates
of appropriateness (COA) from their Commission before making significant changes or additions to a
property, before beginning new construction, or before demolishing or relocating a property. The
Commission reviews each COA for compliance with the adopted design guidelines to ensure that the
proposed work is appropriate to the special character of the district or landmark.

REVIEWING CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS

The City of Lexington reviewed 17 COAs in 2024,
including 14 minor works through administrative
review and 3 major works through a quasi-judicial
hearing by the Commission. These COAs represent
work at 11 different properties in the Park Place
Local Historic District and included siding
replacement, additions in the rear yard, roof
repairs, fencing, accessory structures, new gutters
and windows, and a new driveway cut. This is a
70% increase from the previous year. 

7 National Register Individually-Listed Properties

4 National Register Historic Districts

2 Local Landmarks

1 Local Historic District

DID YOU KNOW THAT LEXINGTON HAS.. 



The Commission had a unique opportunity to review four proposals for the redevelopment of a
parcel in the Lexington Industrial Historic District, also known as our Depot District, and provide
a recommendation to City Council. 

City Council selected the development team of
Michael Tesh and Matt Leonard for their proposal of
a multi-use area that would include an expansion of
Tesh’s distillery, a food hall, mini-park, retail spaces
and 40+ residential units.

The ongoing and overall Depot District revitalization
project is the result a federal grant award to build a
passenger rail station and develop a grade separation
at 5th Avenue. The City continues to work closely
with NC Railroad, NCDOT, and other federal
agencies to ensure construction of the station within
the district meets the overall district plan and
preserve the historic structures and character there.

313 S. Railroad Street

The City of Lexington has contracted with Sybil
Argintar of Southeastern Preservation Services to
conduct a survey and inventory of the Lincoln Park
Neighborhood.  The survey will result in the
submission of a National Register of Historic
Places nomination. This grant project is funded
by the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) for
Certified Local Governments (CLGs). The
Underrepresented Communities grant is a federal
program administered by the National Park
Service. Community Meeting in Lincoln Park 

PROJECTS OF INTEREST

The City of Lexington is partnering with private
developers to repurpose Dunbar School, a
historic African American school facility. This
project will create 55+ residential units and
renovate the existing gym and auditorium for
community use for a total investment of $17
million dollars. 

Dunbar Renderings



The City of Lexington filed its 2024 report to the State Historic Preservation Office on December 19,
2024, per the Certified Local Government Program (CLG) requirements. This document provides an
expanded summary of local historic preservation activities within the reporting period of October 1,
2023 - September 30, 2024. The CLG designation allows the City of Lexington to participate in the
national framework of historic preservation programs and apply for grant funds for eligible survey,
planning, pre-development, or development activities. 

The City of Lexington’s historic preservation program is administered by the Office of Business and
Community Development located at 31 W 1st Street, Lexington, NC 27292. Staff can be reached by
phone at 336-248-3900 or email at ZoningLandUse@LexingtonNC.gov.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

RESOURCES

City of Lexington Historic Preservation

City of Lexington Historic Guidelines

Lincoln Park Neighborhood National Register Nomination Project

NC Historic Preservation Office Website

National Register of Historic Places

https://www.lexingtonnc.gov/government/departments/business-community-development/historic-preservation
https://www.lexingtonnc.gov/government/code-of-ordinances
https://www.lexingtonnc.gov/government/departments/lincolnparkgrantproject
https://www.hpo.nc.gov/

