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SEC 6.11 TEMPORARY SIGNAGE 

Signs compliant with the provisions of this subsection are exempt from the provisions for 

permanent signs and are not included in the total square footage of allowable permanent signage. 

Signs that do not meet the provisions of this subsections are subject to the provisions for permanent 

signs. Unless permitted by the North Carolina Department of Transportation or City of Lexington, 

extensions into the right-of-way are prohibited. 

A. TEMPORARY BANNERS. Temporary banners require the issuance of a sign permit 

and are subject to the following provisions: 

1. Only (1) one temporary banner will be permitted per establishment at any given 

time. 

2. The applicant may apply for a temporary sign permit for a banner to be issued for 

a period not to exceed 60 days. 

3. The applicant may apply for an extension for an additional period of time, not to 

exceed 30 days. The extension may be denied if the banner has become worn, if the 

location of the banner does not comply with the original permit, or if it is 

determined that the banner does not otherwise comply with this ordinance. 

4. The temporary sign may be no larger than 32 square feet. 

5. The banner shall be placed according to either of the following two methods: 

a. Attached securely to the building so that the banner does not move by wind, or 

b. Located on the ground or on an existing freestanding sign, but not interfering 

with vehicular sight distance. 

6. STREET BANNERS 

a. May not exceed 75 square feet per side. 

b. The street banner may be hung over North or South Main Street and in other 

locations approved by the City. 

c. Only employees or designees of the City of Lexington are authorized to hang 

banners over streets. 

d. The construction design and material of a banner intended to be hung over 

public streets shall be approved by the City of Lexington Electric Department. 

e. Banners to be hung over streets shall be constructed of mesh material in order 

to allow air penetration. 

f. Banners to be hung over streets shall be a minimum of 18 feet above the street. 

B. TEMPORARY FREESTANDING SIGNAGE. Temporary freestanding signs 

require the issuance of a sign permit and are subject to the following provisions: 

1. Only (1) one temporary freestanding sign will be permitted per establishment at 

any given time. 

2. The applicant may apply for a temporary sign permit for a freestanding sign to be 

issued for a period not to exceed 60 days. 

3. The applicant may apply for an extension for an additional period of time, not to 

exceed 30 days. The extension may be denied if the sign has become worn, if the 

location of the sign does not comply with the original permit, or if it is determined 

that the sign does not otherwise comply with this ordinance. 

4. Temporary signs may not exceed 8 feet in height. 

5. One temporary freestanding sign not larger than three (3) square feet may be placed 

on a property by, or with permission, the property owner, or occupant, at any time. 
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6. Temporary freestanding signs no larger than six (6) square feet may be placed on a 

developed and occupied property for a period not to exceed 60 days. 

7. One (1) temporary freestanding sign per street frontage may be placed on any 

property when the property is under active development, or being offered for rent 

or sale, and may remain in place for the duration of development, vacancy, or sale. 

C. TEMPORARY YARD SIGNAGE. Temporary yard signs do not require the issuance of 

a permit by the Office of Business and Community Development. Temporary yard signs 

on private property are permitted between the dates of July 5th and November 30th and are 

subject to the following provisions: 

1. Affixing signs, banners, windflags, advertising feather flags used for commercial 

or business purposes or any moving or flashing sign to any utility poles or 

structures, telecommunications poles or structures, traffic signs or signals, or any 

other regulatory or directional signs, public or private, is prohibited. 

2. Yard signs must be securely affixed to the ground and may be no larger than three 

(3) square feet in size. 

3. Yard signs must be placed fully on private property and not within any public right-

of ways. 

D. Yard signs must not block or impede foot traffic or sidewalks. 

E. Yard signs must not impede, interfere, or block vehicular line-of-sight distance at 

intersections. 
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f. The City of Lexington Fire Marshal or designee may request that additional 

testing be done after any constructed improvements to demonstrate adequate 

flow. 

B. STEP 2 - SUBMITTAL OF CONSTRUCTION PLANS 

1. CONSTRUCTION PLANS 

a. Construction Plans prepared and sealed by a professional engineer or landscape 

architect shall consist of complete construction drawings and specifications of 

all easements, streets, traffic control devices, streetlights, sanitary sewers, 

stormwater facilities, water distribution system facilities, sidewalks, and other 

improvements required by Section 8 of this Ordinance and any additional 

technical standards as adopted by the City. 

b. Construction Plans, along with a Development Review Application, applicable 

fees, and all other pertinent forms shall be submitted online via the City of 

Lexington website, or by delivery of electronic media by other means.  

c. The Administrator shall delegate the authority to review and approve all 

Construction Plans to the Technical Review Committee (TRC). 

d. If corrections are necessary, the TRC shall issue corrections to the applicant in 

the form of a corrections letter and/or comments/redlines placed directly on the 

submitted plans. Upon receiving corrections from the TRC, the applicant or 

engineer shall have 120 calendar days to submit a revised set of construction 

plans or show substantial progress in another concurrent process related to the 

development, otherwise the construction plans shall expire and an entirely new 

application and review process for the construction plans will be required 

including the readministration of any applicable fees. 

e. After all TRC reviews and approvals, the Construction Plans are signed as 

“Approved for Construction” by the TRC. No work shall be initiated relative to 

the installation of general improvements until such time as all aspects of the 

developer's Construction Plans are “Approved for Construction” and all 

applicable permits have been issued. 

f. All improvements required pursuant to these regulations shall be constructed to 

the (LIDS) manual, and where applicable, the requirements and authorization 

of the appropriate state agency, utility company, or local franchisee. 

g. Prior any land disturbing activities, a Land Disturbance Permit is required to be 

obtained from the Public Services Department. In addition, an Erosion Control 

Permit must be obtained from the North Carolina Department of Environmental 

Quality (NCDEQ) prior to any land disturbing activities one (1) acre or more in 

size. 

h. All installations of improvements shall conform to the approved Construction 

Plans unless necessary field corrections are approved by the respective city 

department. 

i. If any person or entity chooses to make modifications in design and/or 

specifications after plan approval, such changes shall be subject to additional 

review(s) and approval by the TRC under a Revision to an Approved Plan 

(RTAP). Additional reviews conducted subsequent to the first RTAP shall be 

subject to any and all applicable fees. It is the responsibility of the developer or 
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h. City staff will perform a warranty inspection at eight (8) and eleven (11) months 

after the final inspection to determine any construction defects or inadequacies 

prior to the end of the one-year warranty period. 

i. At the end of the one-year warranty period, the developer may request an 

inspection of the streets and utilities by City staff to insure they still meet the 

current standards of the City of Lexington. Any deficiencies occurring during 

this warranty period shall be repaired by the private owners. 

j. The City shall not have any responsibility with respect to any street, or other 

improvement, notwithstanding the use of the same by the public, unless the 

street or other improvements have been accepted. 

2. FINAL PLAT 

a. The Final Plat, developed in accordance with North Carolina General Statutes, 

shall be signed by all owners of the property and substantially matching the 

Preliminary Plat approved by the Administrator. 

b. The developer may submit Final Plat copies for only that portion of the 

approved Preliminary Plat that is proposed for recordation and development at 

that time, if such portion conforms to all requirements of this Ordinance. 

c. The Final Plat application shall be accompanied by all formal irrevocable offers 

of dedication to the public of all streets, local government uses, utilities, parks, 

and easements, and the subdivision plat shall be marked with a notation 

indicating the formal offers of dedication. 

d. Upon submittal of the copies of the Final Plat and other required materials, the 

Administrator shall review the application for completeness and shall initiate 

and coordinate review by affected City and State agencies in order to determine 

substantial compliance with the approved Preliminary Plat and general 

compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance and other applicable laws and 

regulations. 

e. The Administrator may find the application incomplete if: 

(1) Any of the information required by this Ordinance is not provided; 

(2) The Final Plat does not conform to the conditions attached to the approval 

of the Preliminary Plat; 

(3) The plat is in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance and no variance 

has been approved. 

f. In addition to the criteria as set forth in this Ordinance, the Administrator shall 

not approve a Final Plat unless and until satisfactory evidence is filed that the 

Final Plat is in a form acceptable for recording with the Register of Deeds, and 

that all improvements have been satisfactorily installed or a Performance 

Guarantee has been signed by the developer. The developer will also be required 

to submit a final subdivision plat fee, payment of all design costs for 

improvements, and appropriate performance surety. 

g. Except as provided in a Performance Guarantee, all developers shall be required 

to complete, to the satisfaction of the Administrator, City Engineer, and Water 

Resources Director, all street, sanitary, and other public improvements of the 

subdivision as required by this Ordinance before the Final Plat is recorded. In 

the event the developer is unable to complete the required improvements, and 

such improvements are deemed necessary for the preservation of the public 
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health and safety, the City may compel the delivery of the deed and guarantees 

in order to complete the improvements as required. 

h. The Administrator shall sign the plat. The action of the Administrator shall be 

noted on all copies of the Final Plat to be retained as required for records or 

further action of the department or other affected agencies of the City or State. 

i. The developer shall place reference monuments in the subdivision as required 

by North Carolina General Statute 47-30. 

j. Approved final plats shall be filed by the developer for recording with the 

Register of Deeds of Davidson County within sixty (60) days of the date of 

approval; otherwise, such approval will be null and void unless the 

Administrator has granted an extension. In this case, a new application shall be 

required. 

k. The developer shall return a copy of the recorded plat to the office of the 

Administrator. 

l. Approval of the Final Plat for a subdivision or section thereof shall not be 

deemed to be acceptance by the city or state of any street, alley, public space, 

utility or other physical improvements shown on the Final Plat and engineering 

plans for the maintenance, repair or operation thereof. 

SEC 7.4 EXPIRATION 

The preliminary plat will expire one year from the date of approval if work has not substantially 

commenced by installing infrastructure that has passed inspection by the City or if the project is 

declared as abandoned by the Administrator based on the following findings of fact: 

A. The applicant has failed to call for inspection of infrastructure for a period of 180 

consecutive days; and/or 

B. The applicant has not applied for any other permits necessary for the development of 

the property such as driveway permits from NC Department of Transportation or an 

Erosion Control Permit from NC Division of Environmental and Natural Resources; 

and/or 

C. The applicant has failed to submit a final plat for the project. 

SEC 7.5 MODEL HOME 

One model home or townhome building may be constructed and occupied in each phase of a 

residential development before final plat approval, provided that the home has access to public 

water and sewer and the subsurface of the street on which the lot fronts is in place. The model may 

be occupied as a sales office for the residential development in which it is located, but may not be 

occupied as a dwelling unit until the final plat is approved. 

SEC 7.6 HOMEOWNERS / PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATIONS 

A Homeowners/Property Owners Association is required for all subdivisions requiring any 

subdivision that includes residential development of more than five units, or any more than two 

commercial parcels and shall provide for the long-term maintenance of any stormwater control 

measures and any common areas. 
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SEC 7.7 PAYMENT AND/OR DEDICATION IN LIEU OF IMPROVEMENTS 

7.7.1 TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES. The City may accept, in lieu of required street 

construction, funds for City use for the construction of roads to serve the occupants, 

residents, or invitees of the subdivision or development, and these funds may be used for 

roads which serve more than one subdivision or development within the area. All funds 

received by the City pursuant to this subdivision shall be used only for development of 

roads, including design, land acquisition, and construction. However, the City may 

undertake these activities in conjunction with the Department of Transportation under an 

agreement between the city and the Department of Transportation. Any formula adopted 

by the City to determine the amount of funds the developer is to pay in lieu of required 

street construction shall be based on the trips generated from the subdivision or 

development. The regulation may require a combination of partial payment of funds and 

partial dedication of constructed streets when City Council determines that a combination 

is in the best interests of the citizens of the area to be served. 

7.7.2 RECREATION AREAS AND OPEN SPACE. The City may accept the dedication or 

reservation of recreation areas serving residents of the immediate neighborhood within the 

subdivision or, alternatively, for payment of funds to be used to acquire or develop 

recreation areas serving residents of the development or subdivision or more than one 

subdivision or development within the immediate area. All funds received by the City 

pursuant to this subsection shall be used only for the acquisition or development of 

recreation, park, or open space sites. The formula to determine the amount of funds that 

are to be provided under this subsection shall be based on the value of the development or 

subdivision for property tax purposes. The City may accept a combination or partial 

payment of funds and partial dedication of land when the City Council determines that this 

combination is in the best interests of the citizens of the area to be served. 

7.7.3 COMMUNITY SERVICE FACILITIES. The City may require the construction of 

community service facilities in accordance with local plans, policies, and standards. 

7.7.4 SCHOOL SITES. The City may require and/or accept the reservation of school sites in 

accordance with plans approved by City Council. In order for this authorization to become 

effective, before approving such plans, the City of Lexington City Council and the Board 

of Education having jurisdiction at the site shall jointly determine the location and size of 

any school sites to be reserved. Whenever a subdivision is submitted for approval that 

includes part or all of a school site to be reserved under the plan, the City Council shall 

immediately notify the board of education and the board of education shall promptly decide 

whether it still wishes the site to be reserved. If the board of education does not wish to 

reserve the site, it shall so notify the City Council in writing and no site shall be reserved. 

If the board of education does wish to reserve the site, the subdivision or site plan shall not 

be approved without such reservation. The board of education shall then have 18 months 

beginning on the date of final approval of the subdivision or site plan within which to 

acquire the site by purchase or by initiating condemnation proceedings. If the board of 

education has not purchased or begun proceedings to condemn the site within 18 months, 

the landowner may treat the land as freed of the reservation. 

7.7.5 POWER LINES EXEMPTION. This ordinance shall not require a developer or builder 

to bury power lines meeting all of the following criteria:  
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A. The power lines existed above ground at the time of first approval of a plat or 

development plan by the City, whether or not the power lines are subsequently 

relocated during construction of the subdivision or development plan. 

B. The power lines are located outside the boundaries of the parcel of land that 

contains the subdivision or the property covered by the development plan.  

SEC 7.8 PENALTIES FOR TRANSFERRING LOTS IN UNAPPROVED SUBDIVISIONS 

7.8.1 Any person who, being the owner or agent of the owner of any land located within the City 

of Lexington, that subdivides land in violation of this ordinance or transfers or sells land 

by reference to, exhibition of, or any other use of a plat showing a subdivision of the land 

before the plat has been properly approved under this ordinance and recorded in the Office 

of the Davidson County Register of Deeds, shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The 

description by metes and bounds in the instrument of transfer or other document used in 

the process of selling or transferring land shall not exempt the transaction of this penalty. 

The City may bring an action for injunction of any illegal subdivision, transfer, 

conveyance, or sale of land, and the court shall, upon appropriate findings, issue an 

injunction and order requiring the offending party to comply with the subdivision 

ordinance. Building permits required pursuant to G.S. 160D-1110 may be denied for lots 

that have been illegally subdivided. In addition to other remedies, the City may institute 

any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent the unlawful subdivision of land, to 

restrain, correct, or abate the violation, or to prevent any illegal act or conduct. 

7.8.2 The provisions of this section shall not prohibit any owner or its agent from entering into 

contracts to sell or lease by reference to an approved preliminary plat for which a final plat 

has not yet been properly approved or recorded with the register of deeds, provided the 

contract does all of the following: 

A. Incorporates as an attachment a copy of the preliminary plat referenced in the contract 

and obligates the owner to deliver to the buyer a copy of the recorded plat prior to 

closing and conveyance. 

B. Plainly and conspicuously notifies the prospective buyer or lessee that a final 

subdivision plat has not been approved or recorded at the time of the contract, that no 

governmental body will incur any obligation to the prospective buyer or lessee with 

respect to the approval of the final subdivision plat, that changes between the 

preliminary and final plats are possible, and that the contract or lease may be terminated 

without breach by the buyer or lessee if the final recorded plat differs in any material 

respect from the preliminary plat. 

C. Provides that if the approved and recorded final plat does not differ in any material 

respect from the plat referred to in the contract, the buyer or lessee may not be required 

by the seller or lessee to close any earlier than five days after the delivery of a copy of 

the final recorded plat. 

D. Provides that if the approved and recorded final plat differs in any material respect from 

the preliminary plat referred to in the contract, the buyer or lessee may not be required 

by the seller or lessee to close any earlier than 15 days after the delivery of the final 

recorded plat, during which 15-day period the buyer or lessee may terminate the 

contract without breach or any further obligation and may receive a refund of all earnest 

money or prepaid purchase price. 
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7.8.3 The provisions of this section shall not prohibit any owner or its agent from entering into 

contracts to sell or lease land by reference to an approved preliminary plat for which a final 

plat has not been properly approved under the subdivision ordinance or recorded with the 

register of deeds where the buyer or lessee is any person who has contracted to acquire or 

lease the land for the purpose of engaging in the business of construction of residential, 

commercial, or industrial buildings on the land, or for the purpose of resale or lease of the 

land to persons engaged in that kind of business, provided that no conveyance of that land 

may occur and no contract to lease it may become effective until after the final plat has 

been properly approved and recorded with the register of deeds. 
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ARTICLE 8. PLANS AND PLAT 

SUBMITTAL STANDARDS 
Plans and Plats should contain the information necessary for the approving authority to determine 

consistency with regulations and render a development approval decision. The following standards 

shall be used for guidance in preparing plans and plats for submittal. The City of Lexington may 

require the approved plans be submitted in .dwg format. Depending on the scope of the 

development, the approving authority may accept plans that do not contain all features herein, but 

still convey relative information: 
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ARTICLE 9. LANDSCAPE METHODS  

AND STANDARDS 
 

SEC 9.1 LANDSCAPED AREAS 

A. An area will be considered landscaped if it meets the following requirements: 

1. 1 large tree per 800 square feet; and/or 

2. 1 small tree per 400 square feet; and/or 

3. 1 large shrub per 200 square feet; and/or 

4. have 50% of the area planted in small shrubs, flowers, or lawn or decorative grasses. 

B. Areas covered in grass, dirt, field grass, or other unkempt groundcover void of the 

minimum amount of trees and shrubs are not considered landscaped. 

C. Hayfields permitted as a Principal or Accessory Use shall not be considered 

landscaped. 

D. Outside of a wooded area, the ground covering in and around landscaped areas shall be 

lawn grass, mulch, pine needles, decorative grass, brick chips, stone (not gravel), or 

other similar material approved by the Administrative Staff. 

SEC 9.2 PRESERVATION OF EXISTING VEGETATION 

A. Existing trees or stands of trees in good health and condition will be preserved 

whenever feasible. 

B. When selecting which trees to preserve, the following will be considered: existing and 

proposed grading; age, condition, and type of tree; and location of site improvements 

and utility connections. 

C. Trenching, placing backfill, driving, or parking equipment in the critical root zone, and 

the dumping of trash, oil, paint, or other materials detrimental to plant health in close 

proximity of the trees to be preserved is prohibited. 

D. The area within the protective barricade will remain free of all building materials, 

stockpiled soil, or other construction debris. Construction traffic, storage of vehicles 

and materials, and grading will not take place within the protective areas of the existing 

trees. 

E. Barricades will be erected at a minimum distance of 10 feet from the base of protected 

trees, or outside the dripline, whichever is greater. 

F. Where grading within a tree dripline cannot be avoided, cut and fill will be limited to 

¼ to ½ of the area within the dripline, tree roots shall be pruned with clean cuts at the 

edge of the disturbed area, and no fill will be placed within the dripline of a tree without 

venting to allow air and water to reach the roots. 

SEC 9.3 STANDARDS FOR TREES AND SHRUBS 

9.3.1 QUALITY. All new plant material will be of good quality, installed in a sound, workman-

like manner and meet the standards set forth in the American Standard for Nursery Stock 

by the American Association of Nurserymen. 
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9.3.2 METHODS. 

A. Installation and construction practices will be utilized which preserve and replace 

existing topsoil or amend the soil to reduce compaction. 

B. Plants may not interfere with vehicular site distance. 

9.3.3 LARGE TREES. Large Trees include Deciduous and Evergreen Trees that mature 

between 40 and 100 feet in height. 

A. Unless otherwise stated in this ordinance, at installation, large trees will not be less than 

8 feet in height with a minimum 2-inch caliper. 

B. Where large trees are required and overhead utility lines exist, small trees planted at a 

double rate may be substituted. 

C. Acceptable species of Large Evergreen Trees include: Japanese Fir, Atlas Cedar, 

Deodar Cedar, Cedar of Lebanon, Leyland Cypress, Easter Red Cedar, Southern 

Magnolia, Norway Spruce, Oriental Spruce, Colorado Spruce, Lacebark Pine, Longleaf 

Pine, White Pine, Scotch Pine, Loblolly Pine, Japanese Black Pine, Douglas Fir, Laurel 

Oak, Live Oak, Canadian Hemlock and Carolina Hemlock. 

D. Acceptable species of Large Deciduous Trees include: Norway Maple, Red Maple, 

Silver Maple, Sugar Maple, European Hornbeam, Pecan, Southern Catalpa, Sugar 

Hackberry, Common Hackberry, Yellowwood, Persimmon, Beech, European Beech, 

White Ash, Maidenhair Tree, Thornless Honeylocust, Kentucky Coffee Tree, Sweet-

Gum, Tulip Tree, Cucumber Tree, Dawn Redwood, Black Tupelo, Empress Tree, 

London Plane Tree, Sycamore, Sargent Cherry, Sawtooth Oak, White Oak, Scarlet Oak, 

Bur Oak, Water Oak, Pin Oak, Willow Oak, Eastern Red Oak, Black Oak, Weeping 

Willow, Japanese Pagoda Tree, Bald Cypress, American Linden, Littleleaf Linden, 

American Elm, and Japanese Zelkova. 

9.3.4 SMALL TREES. Small Trees include Deciduous and Evergreen Trees that mature at 

between 10 and 35 feet in height. 

A. Unless otherwise stated in this ordinance, at installation, Small Trees will be a 

minimum height of 6 feet in height. 

B. Acceptable species of Small Evergreen Trees include: Arizona Cypress, Loquat, 

Hybrid Holly, Foster Hybrid Holly, Dahoon, Myrtle-Leaved Holly, Nellie Stevens 

Holly, American Holly, Devilwood, Austrian Pine, Virginia Pine, Carolina Cherry-

Lauren, Japanese Evergreen Oak, Ring-Cupped Oak, Palmetto, and Windmill Palm. 

C. Acceptable species of Small Deciduous Trees include: Trident Maple, Amur Maple, 

Paperbark Maple, Japanese Maple, Laceleaf Japanese Maple, Manchustriped Maple, 

Ohio Buckeye, Serviceberry, River Birch, European White Birch,Japanese White 

Birch, American Hornbeam, Eastern Redbud, Flowering Dogwood, Kousa Dogwood, 

Cornelian-Cherry Dogwood, Smoketree, Washington Hawthorn, RussianOlive, 

Chinese Parasol Tree, Franklinia, Carolina Silverbell, Chinese Witch-Hazel, Chinese 

Flame Tree, Golden-Rain-Tree, Golden-Chain, Crape Myrtle, Bigleaf Magnolia, 

Saucer Magnolia, Umbrella Magnolia, Apple, Flowering Crab Apple, White Mulberry, 

Weeping White Mulberry, Sourwood, Pistachio, Pissard Plum, Sour Cherry, Peach, 

Japanese Cherry, Weeping Cherry, Yoshino Cherry, Pomegranate, Callery Pear, Goat 

Willow, Common Sassafras, Mountain-Ash, Chinese Elm, Blackhaw Viburnum, 

Southern Blackhaw. 
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9.3.5 SMALL SHRUBS. Small shrubs, including dwarf and semi-dwarf varieties, are typically 

used for ornamentation and mature at 4 feet. 

A. Small shrubs are not used to meet impact buffer and screening requirements. 

B. There is no requirement regulating the minimum height at installation. 

C. Examples of Small Evergreen Shrubs include: Satsuki Hybrid Azalea, Kurume 

Azalea, Warty Barberry, Harland Boxwood, Korean Boxwood, Dwarf Boxwood, 

Dwarf Hinoki Cypress, Rockspray Cotoneaster, Alexander Laurel, Winter Daphne, 

Evergreen Bittersweet, Dwarf Japanese Euonymus, Dwarf Gardenia, Saint John’s 

Wort, Carissa Holly, Dwarf Horned Holly, Japanese Holly, Heller Japanese Holly, 

Kingsville Japanese Holly, Repanden Japanese Holly, Stokes Japanese Holly, Japanese 

Holly, Dwarf Yaupon, Prostrate Juniper, Parsons Juniper, Tamarix Juniper, English 

Lavender, Coastal Leucothoe, Drooping Leucothoe, Curlyleaf Ligustrum, Yunnah 

Honeysuckle, Oregon Holly-Grape, Mugo Pine, Otto Luyken, Indian Hawthorn, 

Rosemary, Japanese Skimmia, Reeves Skimmia, David Viburnum, and Adam’s Needle 

Yucca. 

D. Examples of Small Deciduous Shrubs include: Beautyberry, Japanese Flowering 

Quince, Slender Deutzia, Dwarf Fothergilla, Snowhill Hydrangea, Kalm Saint John’s 

Wort, Goldflower, Winter Jasmine, and Bush Cinquefoil. 

9.3.6 MEDIUM SHRUBS. Medium shrubs, some of which may be used to form hedges, mature 

at between 4 and 6 feet in height. 

A. Unless otherwise stated in this ordinance, at installation, medium shrubs shall be a 

minimum of 2 feet in height. 

B. Acceptable species of Medium Evergreen Shrubs include: Glossy Abelia, Japanese 

Acuba, Glenn Dale Azalea, Kaempferi Azalea, Wintergreen Barberry, Japanese 

Boxwood, American Boxwood, Spreading Euonymus, Japanese Fatsia, Cape-Jasmine, 

Dwarf Burford Holly, Convexa Japanese Holly, Hetzi Japanese Holly, Littleleaf 

Japanese Holly, Roundleaf Japanese Holly, Japanese Holly, Flowering Jasmine, Pfitzer 

Juniper, Mountain-Laurel, Leatherleaf Mahonia, Cluster Mahonia, Northern Bayberry, 

Nandina, Mountain Andromeda, Japanese Andromeda, Narrow-Leaved English Laurel, 

Schipka Laurel, Zabel Laurel, Scarlet Firethorn, Lowdense Pyracantha, Yeddo-

Hawthorn, Carolina Rhododendron, Hybrid Rhododendron, Delavay Tea Olive, 

Japanese Yew, Sandankwa Viburnum, Mound-Lily Yucca 

C. Acceptable species of Medium Deciduous Shrubs include: Mollis Azalea, Mentor 

Barberry, Japanese Barberry, American Beautyberry, Japanese Beautyberry, Flowering 

Quince, Spreading Cotoneaster, Vernal Witch-Hazel, Bigleaf Hydrangea, Oakleaf 

Hydrangea, Kerria, Japanese Rose, Rugose Rose, Reeves Spirea, Snowmound Spirea, 

Thunberg Spirea, and Rabbiteye Blueberry. 

9.3.7 LARGE SHRUBS. Large shrubs may be used to form hedges, typically for impact buffers 

and screening, and mature at between 6 and 12 feet in height. 

A. Unless otherwise stated in this ordinance, at installation, large shrubs shall be a 

minimum of 3 feet in height. 

B. Acceptable species of Large Evergreen Shrubs include: Indian Azalea, Tree 

Boxwood, Bottlebrush, Camellia, Sasanqua Camellia, Japonica Camellia, Tea Plant, 

Cleyera, Franchet Cottoneaster, Thorny Elaeagnus, Evergreen Euonymus, Pineapple 
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Guava, English Holly, Chinese Holly, Burford Holly, Japanese Holly, Inkberry Holly, 

Lusterleaf Holly, Longstalk Holly, Perny Holly, Yaupon Holly, Weeping Yaupon Holly, 

Anise Tree, Florida Anise Tree, Hetzi Juniper, Hollywood Juniper, Laurel, Florida 

Leucothoe, Variegated Chinese Privet, Loropetalum, Sweet Bay, Banana Shrub, Wax-

Myrtle, Myrtle, Oleander, Fortune Tea Olive, Fragrant Tea Olive, Holly Osmanthus, 

Curlyleaf Tea Olive, Fraser Photinia, Red Photinia, Chinese Photinia, Pittosporum, 

Podocarpus, English Laurel, Formosa Firethorn, Intermediate Yew, Oriental 

Arborvitae, Japanese Viburnum, Sweet Viburnum, Leatherleaf Viburnum, Laurustinus 

Viburnum, and Spanish-Bayonet. 

C. Acceptable species of Large Deciduous Shrubs include: Flame Azalea, Exbury 

Hybrid Azalea, Pinxterbloom Azalea, Butterfly-Bush, Sweetshrub, Wintersweet, 

Fringetree, Pampas Grass, Willowleaf Cotoneaster, Scotch Broom, Pride of Rochester, 

Silverberry, Cherry Elaeagnus, Autumn Elaeagnus, Winged Euonymus, Strawberry-

Bush, Pearlbush, Common Fig Tree, Border Forsythia, Common Witch-Hazel, Rose of 

Sharon, Peegee Hydrangea, Possumhaw, Winterberry, Beautybush, Winter 

Honeysuckle, Star Magnolia, Sargent Crabapple, Sweet Mockorange, Hardy Orange, 

Plumleaf Azalea, Bridal Wreath Spirea, Vanhoutte Spirea, Persian Lilac, Common 

Lilac, Salt Cedar, Burkwood Viburnum, Linden Viburnum, Judd Viburnum, Chinese 

Snowball, European Snowball, Doublefile Viburnum, Wright Viburnum, Chaste Tree, 

and Weigela. 

SEC 9.4 ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF COMPLIANCE 

A. Alternate landscaping plans, plant materials, or planting methods may be used where 

unreasonable or impractical situations would result from application of landscaping 

requirements or where necessary to protect existing vegetation. Such situations may 

result from streams, natural rock formations, topography, or other physical conditions; 

or from lot configuration, utility easements, unified development design, or unusual 

site conditions. 

B. The Administrative Staff may approve an alternate plan that proposes different plant 

materials or methods provided that quality, effectiveness durability, and performance 

are equivalent to that required by this ordinance. 

C. The performance of alternate landscaping plans will be evaluated by the Administrative 

Staff to determine if the alternate plan meets the intent and purpose of this ordinance. 

This determination will take into account the land use classification of adjacent 

property, number of plantings, species, arrangement and coverage, location of plantings 

on the lots, and the level of screening height, spread, and canopy of the planting at 

maturity. 

D. Determinations of the Administrative Staff regarding alternate methods of compliance 

may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment. 

SEC 9.5 REVISIONS TO APPROVED LANDSCAPE PLANS 

Minor revisions to planting plans may be approved by the Administrative Staff if there is no 

reduction in the quantity or quality of plant material. 
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SEC 9.6 LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION REQUIRED PRIOR TO CERTIFICATE OF 

OCCUPANCY 

A Certificate of Occupancy for the development will not be issued unless the landscaping required 

under this section is installed in accordance with these standards and in accordance with the 

approved site plan or subdivision plat. The Administrative Staff may issue a temporary Certificate 

of Occupancy with a landscape extension for not more than six months. 

SEC 9.7 MAINTENANCE AND REPLACEMENT OF DISTURBED AND DAMAGED 

VEGETATION 

A. The owner of the property is responsible for the continued proper maintenance of all 

landscaping materials required by this ordinance and will keep them in a proper, neat and 

orderly appearance, free from refuse and debris. 

B. The City of Lexington will not be responsible for the maintenance of any vegetation 

required by this ordinance unless such vegetation is located on property owned by the City 

of Lexington. 

C. The disturbance of any landscaped area or vegetation required by this ordinance is 

prohibited. Any disturbed or damaged landscaped areas and vegetation will be replanted to 

meet the standards of this ordinance. 

D. Trees or vegetation required by this ordinance that die will be removed within 30 days and 

replaced with new vegetation meeting the standards of this ordinance within 90 days. 
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ARTICLE 10. VESTED RIGHTS AND 

PERMIT CHOICE 
 

SEC 10.1 FINDINGS 

Development approval typically follows significant investment in site evaluation, planning, 

development costs, consultant fees, and related expenses. It is necessary and desirable to provide 

for the establishment of certain vested rights in order to ensure reasonable certainty, stability, and 

fairness in the development regulation process, to secure the reasonable expectations of 

landowners, and to foster cooperation between the public and private sectors in land-use planning 

and development regulation. The provisions of this section strike an appropriate balance between 

private expectations and the public interest. 

SEC 10.2 PERMIT CHOICE 

A. If an application is submitted for a development approval in accordance with requirements 

of this ordinance and a development regulation changes between the time the application 

was submitted and a decision is made, the applicant may choose which version of the 

development regulation will apply to the application. (For the purpose of this ordinance, 

an application is not considered submitted if it it incomplete.) If the applicant chooses the 

version of the rule or ordinance applicable at the time of the permit application, the 

development permit applicant shall not be required to await the outcome of the amendment 

to the rule, map, or ordinance prior to acting on the development permit. This section 

applies to all development approvals issued by the State and the City. 

B. Where multiple local development permits are required to complete a development project, 

the development permit applicant may choose the version of each of the local land 

development regulations applicable to the project upon submittal of the application for the 

initial development permit. This provision is applicable only for those subsequent 

development permit applications filed within 18 months of the date following the approval 

of an initial permit. For purposes of the vesting protections of this subsection, an erosion 

and sedimentation control permit or a sign permit is not an initial development permit. 

C. If a permit application is placed on hold at the request of the applicant for a period of six 

consecutive months or more, or the applicant fails to respond to comments or provide 

additional information reasonably requested by the local or State government for a period 

of six consecutive months or more, the application review shall be discontinued and the 

development regulations in effect at the time permit processing is resumed shall be applied 

to the application. 

SEC 10.3 PROCESS TO CLAIM VESTED RIGHT 

A person claiming a statutory or common law vested right may submit information to substantiate 

that claim to the Administrator or Administrative Staff, who shall make an initial determination as 

to the existence of the vested right. The decision of the Administrator or Administrative Staff may 

be appealed under G.S. 160D-405. On appeal, the existence of a vested right shall be reviewed 
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denovo. In lieu of seeking such a determination, a person claiming a vested right may bring an 

original civil action as provided by G.S. 160D-405(c). 

SEC 10.4 TYPES AND DURATION OF STATUTORY VESTED RIGHTS 

10.4.1 Except as provided by this section and subject to subsection 10.2 of this section, 

amendments in development regulations shall not be applicable or enforceable with regard 

to development that has been permitted or approved so long as the development approval 

remains valid and unexpired. Each type of vested right listed in this subsection is defined 

by and is subject to the limitations provided in this section. Vested rights established under 

this section are not mutually exclusive. The establishment of a vested right under this 

section does not preclude the establishment of one or more other vested rights or vesting 

by common law principles. Vested rights established by City approvals are as follows: 

A. SIX MONTHS - BUILDING PERMITS. A building permit expires six months after 

issuance unless work under the permit has commenced. Building permits also expire if 

work is discontinued for a period of 12 months after work has commenced. 

B. TWO YEARS - All other local development approvals expire two years after issuance 

unless work has substantially commenced. Expiration of a development approval shall 

not affect the duration of a vested right established under this section or vested rights 

established under common law. 

C. THREE TO FIVE YEARS - SITE-SPECIFIC VESTING PLANS. 

1. DURATION. A vested right for a site-specific vesting plan shall remain vested for 

a period of three years. This vesting shall not be extended by any amendments or 

modifications to a site-specific vesting plan unless expressly provided by the City. 

At development approval, the City may provide that rights regarding a site-specific 

vesting plan shall be vested for a period exceeding three years, but not exceeding 

five years, if warranted by the size and phasing of development, the level of 

investment, the need for the development, economic cycles, and market conditions, 

or other considerations. This determination shall be in the discretion of the 

approving authority and shall be made following the regular review process for that 

permit type. 

2. RELATION TO BUILDING PERMITS. A right vested as provided in this 

subsection shall terminate at the end of the applicable vesting period with respect 

to buildings and uses for which no valid building permit applications have been 

filed. Upon issuance of a building permit, the provisions of G.S. 160D-1109 and 

G.S. 160D-1113 shall apply, except that the permit shall not expire or be revoked 

because of the running of time while a vested right under this subsection exists. 

3. REQUIREMENTS FOR SITE-SPECIFIC VESTING PLANS. For the 

purposes of this section, a "site- specific vesting plan" means a plan submitted to 

the City pursuant to this section describing with reasonable certainty the type and 

intensity of use for a specific parcel or parcels of property. The plan may be in the 

form of, but not be limited to, any of the following plans or approvals: a planned 

unit development plan, a subdivision plat, a site plan a conditional zoning, or any 

other development approval as may be issued and determined by the City. Unless 

otherwise expressly provided by the City, the plan shall include the approximate 

boundaries of the site; significant topographical and other natural features affecting 

development of the site; the approximate location on the site of the proposed 
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buildings, structures, and other improvements; the approximate dimensions, 

including height, of the proposed buildings and other structures; and the 

approximate location of all existing and proposed infrastructure on the site, 

including water, sewer, roads, and pedestrian walkways. A variance shall not 

constitute a site-specific vesting plan and approval of a site-specific vesting plan 

with the condition that a variance be obtained shall not confer a vested right unless 

and until the necessary variance is obtained. If a sketch plan or other document fails 

to describe with reasonable certainty the type and intensity of use for a specified 

parcel or parcels of property, it may not constitute a site-specific vesting plan. 

4. PROCESS FOR APPROVAL AND AMENDMENT OF SITE-SPECIFIC 

VESTING PLANS. If a site-specific vesting plan is based on an approval required 

by the City , the City shall provide whatever notice and hearing is required for that 

underlying approval. The site-specific vesting plan can be approved as part of the 

underlying approval and be for up to five years. The two- year duration of the 

underlying approval shall not affect the duration of the site-specific vesting plan 

established under this subdivision. The City may approve a site-specific vesting 

plan upon such terms and conditions as may reasonably be necessary to protect the 

public health, safety, and welfare. Such conditional approval shall result in a vested 

right, although failure to abide by its terms and conditions will result in a forfeiture 

of vested rights. City Council shall not require a landowner to waive vested rights 

as a condition of developmental approval. A site-specific vesting plan shall be 

deemed approved upon the effective date of the decision approving the plan or such 

other date as determined by City Council upon approval. An approved site-specific 

vesting plan and its conditions may be amended with the approval of the owner and 

City Council as follows: any substantial modification must be reviewed and 

approved in the same manner as the original approval; minor modifications may be 

approved by staff, if such are defined and authorized in Section A. 

D. SEVEN YEARS - MULTIPHASE DEVELOPMENTS. A multiphase development 

shall be vested for the entire development with the regulations in place at the time a 

site plan approval is granted for the initial phase of the multiphase development. This 

right shall remain vested for a period of seven years from the time a site plan approval 

is granted for the initial phase of the multiphase development. For purposes of this 

subsection, "multiphase development" means a development containing 25 acres or 

more that (i) is submitted for site plan approval for construction to occur in more than 

one phase and (ii) is subject to a master development plan with committed elements, 

including a requirement to offer land for public use as a condition of its master 

development plan approval. 

E. INDEFINITE - DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENTS. Development agreements shall 

be of a reasonable term specified in the agreement. 

1. CONTINUING REVIEW. Following approval or conditional approval of a 

statutory vested right, the City may make subsequent reviews and require 

subsequent approvals to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of the 

original approval, provided that such reviews and approvals are not inconsistent 

with the original approval. The City may revoke the original approval for failure to 

comply with applicable terms and conditions of the original approval or the 

applicable local development regulations. 
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SEC 10.5 EXCEPTIONS 

The provisions of this section are subject to the following: 

A. A vested right, once established as provided for by subdivision (c) or (d) of subsection 

(10.4) of this article, precludes any zoning action by the City that would change, alter, 

impair, prevent, diminish, or otherwise delay the development or use of the property as set 

forth in an approved vested right, except when any of the following conditions are present: 

1. The written consent of the affected landowner. 

2. Findings made, after notice and an evidentiary hearing, that natural or man-made 

hazards on or in the immediate vicinity of the property, if uncorrected, would pose 

a serious threat to the public health, safety, and welfare if the project were to 

proceed as contemplated in the approved vested right. 

3. The extent to which the affected landowner receives compensation for all costs, 

expenses, and other losses incurred by the landowner, including, but not limited to, 

all fees paid in consideration of financing, and all architectural, planning, 

marketing, legal, and other consulting fees incurred after approval by the City 

Council, together with interest as is provided in G.S. 160D-106. Compensation 

shall not include any diminution in the value of the property that is caused by such 

action. 

4. Findings made, after notice and an evidentiary hearing, that the landowner or the 

landowner's representative intentionally supplied inaccurate information or made 

material misrepresentations that made a difference in the approval by the City of 

the vested right. 

5. The enactment or promulgation of a State or federal law or regulation that precludes 

development as contemplated in the approved vested right, in which case the City 

may modify the affected provisions, upon a finding that the change in State or 

federal law has a fundamental effect on the plan, after notice and an evidentiary 

hearing. 

a. The establishment of a vested right under subdivision (C) or (D) of subsection 

(10.4) of this section shall not preclude the application of overlay zoning or 

other development regulation that imposes additional requirements but does not 

affect the allowable type or intensity of use, or ordinances or regulations that 

are general in nature and are applicable to all property subject to development 

regulation by the City, including, but not limited to, building, fire, plumbing, 

electrical, and mechanical codes. Otherwise applicable new regulations shall 

become effective with respect to property that is subject to a vested right 

established under this section upon the expiration or termination of the vested 

rights period provided for in this section. 

SEC 10.6 NONCONFORMING SITUATIONS AND USES 

Notwithstanding any provision of this section, the establishment of a vested right under this article 

shall not preclude, change, or impair the authority of the City to adopt and enforce development 

regulation provisions governing nonconforming situations or uses. 
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SEC 10.6 MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

A vested right obtained under this article is not a personal right but shall attach to and run with the 

applicable property. After approval of a vested right under this article, all successors to the original 

landowner shall be entitled to exercise such rights. Nothing in this section shall preclude judicial 

determination, based on common law principles or other statutory provisions, that a vested right 

exists in a particular case or that a compensable taking has occurred. Except as expressly provided 

in this article, nothing in this article shall be construed to alter the existing common law. However, 

a permit expires if development work is intentionally and voluntarily discontinued for a period of 

not less than 24 consecutive months. 
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ARTICLE 11. NONCONFORMITIES 
Where legally existing lots, structures or uses of land become prohibited by the passage or 

amendment of this ordinance or the extension of jurisdiction, these nonconformities may continue 

only under the terms of this ordinance and additional conditions may be applied by the City. The 

intent of this section is to move nonconforming situations toward conformance to the extent 

possible. In order to accomplish this, nonconforming activities may be approved within specified 

parameters issued by the Administrator if the overall proposal maintains or decreases the degree 

of nonconformity. 

SEC 11.1 NONCONFORMING LOTS OF RECORD 

Legally existing, nonconforming lots of record may be developed only in accordance with the 

following provisions: 

A. SINGLE LOT OF RECORD. A single, nonconforming vacant lot which does not 

conform to the area or width requirements of the zoning district in which it is located 

may be developed for any use permitted by these regulations in the zoning district in 

which it is located provided that all applicable setback requirements are met. 

B. ADJOINING LOTS IN SINGLE OWNERSHIP 

1. Where two (2) or more adjoining nonconforming vacant lots are held in one 

ownership, such lots shall be combined to create a single lot for the purpose of 

development if the resulting lot be a more conforming lot. 

2. If said combination, however, results in the creation of a single lot that is more than 

1 ½ times the minimum lot width at building line, minimum required street 

frontage, and minimum lot size, then the lots may be combined into lots which need 

only meet the zoning district setback requirements for the development proposed. 

3. A nonconforming lot may be developed if, at the effective date of this ordinance, 

the subdivision in which the lot was located had received preliminary or final plat 

approval. 

SEC 11.2 NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES 

A nonconforming structure may continue only in accordance with the following provisions: 

A. Normal repair and maintenance may be performed to allow the continuation of 

nonconforming structures. 

B. Nonconforming structures shall be permitted to expand by not more than 20% and shall 

be permitted to add accessory structures as long as setback requirements and design 

regulations are met for the zoning district. 

C. The footprint of a nonconforming principal or accessory structure may not be enlarged 

in a way that increases its nonconformity except for size. 

D. Accessory structures that would be permitted with a conforming use may be 

constructed in accordance with design regulations for a conforming building type for 

the district. 

E. A nonconforming principal or accessory structure may be replaced by another structure 

if the proposed design, architecture, or building materials will bring the structure more 

into compliance with the design regulations or maintain the same level of compliance, 
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provided that the structure remains generally within the same footprint as the 

proceeding nonconforming accessory structure, or becomes more conforming in terms 

of size, placement, or setback. 

F. If a nonconforming structure is damaged to an extent of 60 percent or greater of its 

assessed value for tax purposes, it may be rebuilt only in conformance with the 

requirements of this ordinance. 

1. If a nonconforming structure is damaged to an extent less than 60 percent of its 

assessed value for tax purposes, a building permit for reconstruction of the structure 

shall be secured no later than 180 days from the date of its damage. Reconstruction 

of the structure may be permitted provided it is constructed in the same manner in 

which it originally existed, or in a manner that brings the structure more into 

compliance with this ordinance. 

2. Nonconforming structures may only be moved or relocated, so as to make the 

structure more conforming. 

SEC 11.3 NONCONFORMING COMMERCIAL BUILDING IN TRADITIONAL OR 

SUBURBAN NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICTS  

A nonconforming commercial building located in the Traditional Neighborhood Zoning District 

or Suburban Neighborhood Zoning District that has been abandoned for more than 180 days may 

be used for a commercial use. The level of commercial intensity of the new use should be similar 

to the previous use and generally, commercial uses permitted within the Mixed-Use District shall 

be considered appropriate. The Board of Adjustment may authorize such use and may impose such 

conditions as necessary to ensure that the use does not negatively impact adjoining properties. 

Such conditions may address issues including, but not limited to, landscaping, parking, lighting, 

maintenance, and signage improvements. In addition to design conditions, other improvements 

may be required to comply with NC State Building Code and/or Fire Code. In order to approve 

said use, the Board shall hold a hearing and as a result of the hearing, shall first find that the 

proposal, along with any conditions prescribed by the Board, meets each of the following findings 

of fact: 1) The use will be reasonably compatible with the surrounding area; and 2) The use will 

not endanger the public health, safety, or welfare; and 3) The use will not substantially injure the 

value of adjoining property. Said proceedings shall be held in a quasi judicial manner. 

SEC 11.4 NONCONFORMING MANUFACTURED HOMES OUTSIDE OF 

MANUFACTURED HOME ZONING DISTRICT 

A. Normal repair and maintenance may be performed to allow the continuation of 

nonconforming manufactured homes. 

B. A nonconforming manufactured home may only be replaced by a one-family dwelling as 

defined in Article 4 of this Ordinance. 

C. If a nonconforming manufactured home is damaged to an extent less than 60 percent of its 

assessed value for tax purposes, a building permit for repair of the structure shall be secured 

no later than 180 days from the date of its damage. Repair of the structure may be permitted 

provided it is constructed in the same manner in which it originally existed, or in a manner 

that brings the structure more into compliance with this ordinance. 

D. If a nonconforming manufactured home is damaged to an extent of 60 percent or greater 

of its assessed value for tax purposes, it may only be replaced by a one-family dwelling per 

the requirements of Article 4 of this Ordinance. 
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E. If a nonconforming manufactured home is abandoned for one hundred-eighty days (180) 

or more, a manufactured home will not be permitted to be replaced on the property. 

F. A nonconforming manufactured home may only be moved or relocated on its current lot 

so as to make the structure more conforming. 

SEC 11.5 NONCONFORMING MANUFACTURED HOMES WITHIN A 

MANUFACTURED HOME ZONING DISTRICT 

A nonconforming manufactured home may be replaced with a newer model manufactured home 

provided the design regulations for a Manufactured Home are met as they pertain to the structure, 

but not necessarily the lot configuration. Single-wides may be replaced by a newer single-wide or 

double-wide meeting the design regulations. Double-wides may only be replaced with a newer 

double-wide meeting the design regulations. 

SEC 11.6 NONCONFORMING SIGNS 

A. Existing non-conforming signage may only be replaced with new signage that results 

in bringing the overall site more into compliance with this ordinance in terms of size, 

placement, or type. 

B. The face of a nonconforming sign may be changed, but the size may not be increased 

and the sign structure may not be altered. 

C. Under no circumstances may replacement of existing nonconforming signage result in 

an increase in the nonconformity. 

SEC 11.7 NONCONFORMING ACTIONS 

Nonconforming actions shall not be extended any nonconformity rights and shall be corrected 

upon notice from the Administrator or other City official. 

SEC 11.8 NONCONFORMING USES 

A. A nonconforming use may not be changed, expanded, increased, intensified, extended, 

or enlarged in any way as to maintain or increase the degree of nonconformity. 

B. A nonconforming use may not be changed to another nonconforming use. 

C. If a nonconforming use is abandoned for one hundred-eighty (180) days or more, the 

use will not be allowed to re-establish. 

D. Once a nonconforming use has been changed to a conforming use, it may not thereafter 

be used for any nonconforming use. 

SEC 11.9 NONCONFORMING AND DEFICIENT LANDSCAPING AND IMPACT 

BUFFERS 

A. A change of use with no building expansion or increase in impervious surface will not 

require compliance with the landscaping and impact buffer requirements. 

B. Demolition and reconstruction of a principal building will require that the entire site 

fully comply with landscaping and impact buffer requirements. 

C. Expansion of the principal building by more than twenty (20) percent will require that 

the entire site fully comply with all landscaping and impact buffer requirements. 

D. Any expansion of a parking lot will require that the newly created parking area comply 

with the landscaping, and if applicable, impact buffer requirements. 
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E. Expansion of a parking lot by more than forty (40) percent in area will require that the 

entire parking lot area comply with landscaping and if applicable, impact buffer 

requirements. 

SEC 11.10 NONCONFORMING PLANS WITH VALID ZONING PERMIT 

A. Any site-specific plan for the development of property and/or construction of a building 

that has received final approval by the City Council and holds a current, valid zoning 

permit, but does not conform to the provision of this ordinance may be developed as 

approved. 

B. Any amendment or modification to an approved site-specific plan shall comply with 

the provisions of this ordinance. 

C. Nothing herein is intended to prohibit the exercise of any vested right established by 

common law, ordinance, or statute. 

SEC 11.11 SUBDIVISION OF LOTS WITH NON-CONFORMING STRUCTURES 

Lots that contain existing structure(s) may be subdivided, provided that each resulting lot conforms 

to the minimum buildable lot regulations for the applicable building type within the district and 

each structure meets the required setbacks against any new property line established with the 

subdivision. 

SEC 11.12 NONCONFORMITIES RESULTING FROM GOVERNMENT ACQUISITION 

Any lot reduced in size by municipal, county, or state condemnation or purchase of land will retain 

nonconforming status to the extent that the land acquisition causes noncompliance with this 

ordinance. 
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ARTICLE 12. DEFINITIONS 
 

For purposes of interpreting this ordinance, certain words, concepts, and ideas are defined below. 

Except as defined herein, all other words used in this ordinance will be defined as found in 

accredited dictionary. 

Aa 

Abandon: To cease the development or regular use of a lot, building, or structure for more than 

180 consecutive days. For the purpose of development under progress for which a certificate of 

occupancy has not yet been issued, but a building permit has been issued, a site will be considered 

abandoned if progress towards obtaining a certificate of occupancy has not been made as evidenced 

by an approved building, mechanical, electrical, or plumbing inspection within the 180 consecutive 

day period. 

Abandoned sign: A sign on an occupied site that is relative to a former occupant, with the 

exception of Historic Signs. 

ABC-Permitted Business: An establishment permitted by the State for on-premises sale and 

consumption of alcoholic beverages pursuant to NCGS Chapter 18B, as amended, where the 

primary use as stated on the Certificate of Occupancy meets the definition of a commercial use, 

but is not a bar, brewery, distillery, winery, or nightclub, and where alcohol is offered and served 

to patrons of the primary use. Examples include, but are not limited to: salons and spas, barber 

shops, gyms, game rooms, galleries, retail stores, massage therapists, and yoga studios. The 

business is open to the general public without age restrictions. If accessory uses are present, the 

primary use represents a minimum of 80% of the space in use and square footage. Although a bar 

or seating area may be designated as an accessory use, it is clearly secondary to the primary 

business during all open hours. For the purpose of this ordinance, the definition of ABC-permitted 

business excludes restaurants. 

Abutting: Having common property boundaries or lot lines that are not separated by a street, alley, 

or other vehicular right-of-way such as a railroad. 

Accessory Dwelling Unit: A self-contained dwelling unit located on the same lot as a principal 

detached single-family house and that meets the regulations identified in Article 5. ADUs are 

typically located above a garage, detached, attached, or internal to the principal dwelling. It 

includes a living area, sleeping area, kitchen, bathroom, and a lockable internal or external 

entrance.  

Accessory Structure: A structure that is subordinate to and serves a principal use or building; is 

clearly subordinate in area, extent, or purpose to the principal use or building served; and is located 

on the same parcel as the principal use or building. 

Adjacent: Either abutting or being directly across a street. 

Administrative decision: Decisions made in the implementation, administration, or enforcement 

of development regulations that involve the determination of facts and the application of objective 
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standards set forth in this Chapter or local government development regulations. These are 

sometimes referred to as ministerial decisions or administrative determinations. 

Administrative Hearing: A proceeding to gather facts needed to make an administrative decision. 

Adult Establishment: Adult cabarets, adult bookstores, adult mini-motion picture theaters, and 

all other places described in North Carolina General Statutes 14-202.10. 

Agricultural Industry: Commercial poultry or swine production, cattle or swine feed lots, fur 

bearing animal farms, commercial plant production (not retail nurseries), commercial fish or 

poultry hatcheries, and other similar activities. 

Airport: Any existing airport within the City of Lexington including but not limited to the 

Davidson County Airport. 

Airport Elevation: The highest point of an airport’s useable landing area measured in feet above 

mean sea level. The Davidson County Airport elevation is 733 feet. 

Alley: A private street or easement located through the interior of blocks and providing vehicular, 

utilities, and service access to the side or rear of properties. 

Aluminum-Clad Wooden Windows: Windows that combine solid wooden frames on the inside 

with a protective aluminum shell on the outside. 

Amusement, outdoor: Any business establishment which is primarily engaged in providing an 

amusement activity such as a miniature golf course, skateboard course, water slide, mechanical 

ride, par 3 golf course, golf driving range, go-cart or motorcycle course, fish ranch, or similar 

activity to the general public. 

Amusement, indoor: Any indoor business establishment which is primarily engaged in providing 

an amusement activity such as a video arcade, billiard parlor, skating rink, bowling alley, movie 

theater, or similar activity as a principal use open to the general public. 

Animal-based Agricultural Industry: Land uses and economic activities including ranches, 

farms or feedlots primarily engaged in keeping, grazing, breeding or feeding animals. 

Antenna: Communications equipment that transmits, receives, or transmits and receives 

electromagnetic radio signals used in the provision of all types of wireless communications 

services. 

Apartment Building: A residential building accommodating several households in individual 

units under a single deed/ownership. The units may be in one or more buildings. The entire 

property, including buildings, units, common areas, and amenities are managed by an entity. 

Appeal: A request to a higher authority for review and determination of a decision. 

Applicable codes: The North Carolina State Building Code and any other uniform building, fire, 

electrical, plumbing, or mechanical codes adopted by a recognized national code organization 

together with State or local amendments to those codes enacted solely to address imminent threats 

of destruction of property or injury to persons. 

Applicant: Any person who submits an application for a special event, development or building 

permit. 
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Application: A request submitted by an applicant to the local government for a permit to collocate 

wireless facilities or to approve the installation, modification, or replacement of a utility pole, city 

utility pole, or a wireless support structure. 

Architect: An individual, partnership, corporation or other legal entity licensed to practice the 

profession of architecture under the education law of the State of North Carolina. 

Architraves: The lowest part of a classical entablature, symbolizing a beam laid across capitals of 

columns, or as more commonly used in connection with houses, the molded trim around a door or 

window opening. 

Artificial Siding (Synthetic Siding): Synthetic or engineered siding material that is not original 

to the structure including vinyl, aluminum, spray-on vinyl, stucco applied over masonry, among 

others. 

Asbestos Cement (transite): Any form of building material composed of compressed asbestos 

and cement compounds to create thin plates used in siding, cladding or insulation in construction 

and commercial applications. 

Attached Commercial Units: Attached Commercial buildings contain individual leasable or fee 

simple units for multiple tenants or owners and have a separate entrance directly from the outside 

for each unit. There may be one, or a series of one- or multiple-story buildings contained within a 

development. Residential units may be located in the upper stories. 

Automobile Crushing: The crushing, dismantling, and any accessory storage or salvage of 

crushed or dismantled automobiles or parts. Often automobile crushing activities are an accessory 

use within a junk yard. 

Automotive Repair: A building and its premises used for the storage, care, repair, restoring, or 

refinishing of motor vehicles including major repairs such mechanical overhauling, body work, 

and reupholstering. Most cars are left on-site for more than one day to undergo repair. 

Automotive Service: A building and its premises used for the service of motor vehicles limited to 

minor maintenance work such as fueling, oil changes, inspections, battery and tire changes, light 

and fuse replacement, wiper blade changes, and similar activities. Cars are typically serviced while 

the customer is waiting, though the car may be left for short periods of time, usually less than 24 

hours. 

Aviation services: Services or industries providing support services to the aviation industry. 

Services can range from flight operations, maintenance, repair, training and consulting. 

Awning: A retractable or fixed structure made of cloth, metal, or other material, not to include 

tarps or other non-fitted woven material, affixed to a building for the purpose of providing shelter 

for patrons or as a decorative feature on a building wall. 

Awning signs, vertical: A sign that is attached to an awning and extends above the awning in a 

vertical or near vertical direction. (As opposed to signage painted directly onto an awning surface.) 

Bb 

Back lighting: A method used in lighting an object, especially related to signage, where the source 

of illumination is from within or behind the object of illumination. 
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Balcony sign: A sign attached to, located on, painted on, or applied to a balcony. 

Baluster: A short upright member that supports a handrail. Balusters for porch balustrades can be 

lathe- turned or simple square posts. 

Balustrade: A series of balusters connected on top by a handrail and sometimes by a bottom rail; 

used on porches, stairs, balconies, etc. 

Banner: A sign intended to be hung, with message or symbol applied to plastic or fabric of any 

kind, but excluding flags or emblems of any nation, organization of nations, state, city, or any 

fraternal, religious, or civic organization. Excludes lamppost arm banners. 

Bar: An establishment permitted by the State for on-premises sale and consumption of alcoholic 

beverages pursuant to GS Chapter 18B, as amended, where the primary use is the consumption of 

alcoholic beverages along with gathering, socializing, watching TV, listening to music or 

entertainment, and the like. There may be accessory uses such as retail or service, which are 

ancillary to the primary use. The term bar includes pubs, saloons, wine bars, sports bars, dog bars, 

taverns, lounges, etc. The establishment may or may not have an actual bar counter, bartender, and 

back bar. Likewise, other ABC-permitted businesses may contain a bar counter, but not meet the 

definition of a bar. The definition is based in the primary use and intent of the space. If food is 

served, it is less than the amount required to meet the State’s definition of a restaurant. (If the 

establishment meets the State’s definition of a restaurant, it is regulated as such.) A bar has an 

occupancy capacity of 99 people or less and is less or equal to 1,500 square feet of enclosed space, 

as defined by the latest edition of the North Carolina Fire Code. Establishments exceeding this 

occupancy and size may be regulated as a nightclub.  

Bargeboard (also known as vergeboard): A wooden member, usually decorative, suspended 

from and following the slope of a gable roof. Bargeboards are used on buildings inspired by Gothic 

forms. 

Billboard sign: An off-premise advertising sign that is affixed to the ground or to a building, the 

primary purpose of which is to display advertising where the copy or poster on the sign can be 

changed frequently and the advertising space is for lease. 

Blinking/flashing sign: A sign that uses an intermittent, blinking, or flashing light source to attract 

attention. Signs that light and unlight individual letters or portions of the signs at intervals. Signs 

that electronically and intermittently change messages at intervals and/or scroll copy. Exception: 

electronic changeable copy signs that are otherwise specifically permitted within this section. 

Bond (brick): The arrangement of bricks in a wall providing strength and decoration. Common, 

English, and Flemish bond arrangements include variations in long face bricks (stretchers) and 

short face bricks (headers). 

Base station: A station at a specific site authorized to communicate with mobile stations, generally 

consisting of radio receivers, antennas, coaxial cables, power supplies, and other associated 

electronics. 

Bed and Breakfast Home: As defined by North Carolina General Statutes 130A-247, as amended. 

Currently, “a business in a private home of not more than eight guest rooms that offers bed and 

breakfast accommodations for a period of less than one week and that meets all of the following 

criteria: a) Does not serve food or drink to the general public for pay; b) Serves the breakfast meal, 
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the lunch meal, the dinner meal, or a combination of all or some of these three meals, only to 

overnight guests of the home; c) Includes the price of any meals served in the room rate. The price 

of additional meals served shall be listed as a separate charge on the overnight guest’s bill rate at 

the conclusion of the overnight guest’s stay; d) Is the permanent residence of the owner or the 

manager of the business. 

Belt Course: A projecting horizontal band on an exterior wall marking the separation between 

floors or levels. 

Best Management Practices (BMPs): A structural or non-structural management-based practice 

used singularly or in combination to reduce non-point source input to receiving waters in order to 

achieve water quality protection goals. Non-structural BMPs refer to non-engineered methods to 

control the amount of non-point source pollution such as land-use controls and vegetated buffers. 

Structural BMPs refer to engineered structures that are designed to reduce the delivery of 

pollutants from their source or to divert contaminants away from the water supply such as wet 

detention ponds, detention basins, grass swales and ditches, and infiltration devices. 

Blank Wall: An exterior building wall with no openings and generally constructed of a single 

material, uniform texture, and on a single plane. 

Bracket: Projecting support member found under roof eaves or other overhangs. 

Brewery: An establishment permitted by the State as a brewery pursuant to GS 18B-1104, as 

amended, which is primarily engaged in the production and distribution of beer, cider, fermented 

malt, or other beverages containing alcohol, where the majority of product is for off-site sale and 

consumption, along with accessory uses such as tasting room(s), restaurant, retail, demonstration 

areas, education and training facilities, or other uses incidental to the brewing business. 

Bona fide farm purposes: Agricultural activities as set forth in G.S. 160D-903. 

Building: Any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy. 

Building Elevation: An exterior façade of a structure, or its head-on view, or drawn representation 

thereof. 

Building Footprint: The two dimension area of a building area including covered porches, 

covered balconies, covered walkways and the like. 

Building Line: A line tangent to the exterior surface of a building or structure, or the surface of 

cantilevered projections therefrom, usually parallel to front, side, and rear lot lines, and referred to 

as front, side, and rear building lines, respectively. 

Building Permit: An official administrative authorization issued by the local government prior to 

beginning construction consistent with the provisions of G.S. 160D-1110. 

Building Scale: The relationship between the mass of a building and its surroundings, including 

the width of street, open space, and mass of surrounding buildings. 

Building sign: (1) Any sign painted on, directly attached to, or displayed on an exterior wall of a 

building in a manner parallel with the wall surface, and (2) any sign painted or printed on an 

awning. Building signage includes projection signs where allowed and changeable copy at 

percentages allowed. 
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Building Size: The area of a building. Each floor area shall be added individually to arrive at the 

total building size. 

Build-to Line: The required front building line relative to the street. 

Built-in Gutters: Gutters which are integral to the roof structure; usually concealed behind a 

decorative cornice. 

Cc 

Caliper: The diameter of a tree trunk at six inches above the ground for small trees and 12 inches 

above the ground for large trees. 

Came: A slender rod of cast lead, with or without grooves, used in casements and stained-glass 

windows to hold the panes or pieces of glass together. 

Canopy: A fixed structure made of cloth, metal, or other material, not to include tarps or other 

non-fitted woven material, not enclosed and not retractable, attached or unattached to a building, 

for the purpose of providing shelter to patrons or automobiles, or as a decorative feature on a 

building wall. 

Canopy sign: A sign attached to, located on, painted on, or applied to a canopy detached from or 

extending from the principal building, except that canopies over gas pumps and the like may 

contain signage as contained within Article 4 for Business District and Industrial District Sign 

Regulations. 

Cap flashing: A waterproof sheet that seals the tops of cornices and walls. 

Capital: The topmost member, usually decorated, of a column or pilaster. 

Carport: a covered structure used to offer limited protection to vehicles, primarily cars, from the 

elements. The structure can either be free standing or attached to a wall or structure. Unlike most 

structures a carport does not have four walls, and usually has one or two. 

Carwash: any facility in which power driven or steam cleaning machinery is used for the exterior 

and interior washing and cleaning of automobiles and other motor vehicles. Such facility and 

equipment may be designed for self-service or full-service operation. 

Casing: The finished visible framework around a window or door. 

Casement: A window sash that is hinged on the side. 

Cast Iron: A type of iron, mass-produced in the nineteenth century, created by pouring molten 

iron into a mold; used for ornament, garden furniture, and building parts. 

Cemetery: A place dedicated to and used, or intended to be used, for permanent interment of 

human remains. A cemetery may contain land or earth interments; mausoleum, a vault, and crypt 

interments; a columbarium or other structure or place used or intended to be used for the inurnment 

of cremated human remains; or any combination of one or more of such structures or places. 

Change of Use: The change in the use of a structure or land, for which a new certificate of 

occupancy is required. Includes a change in use from one permitted use to another, even if the 

business owner remains the same. 
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Charter: As defined in G.S. 160A-1(2). 

Chimney sign: A sign attached to, located on, painted on, or applied to a chimney. 

City: As Defined in G.S. 160A-1(2). Refers to the City of Lexington, North Carolina. 

City right-of-way: A right-of-way owned, leased, or operated by a city, including any public street 

or alley that is not a part of the State highway system. 

City utility pole: A utility pole owned by the City in the rights-of-way, including a utility pole that 

provides lighting or traffic control functions, including light poles, traffic signals, and structures 

for signage, and (2) a pole or similar structure owned by the City in the ROW that supports only 

Wireless Facilities. 

Childcare: All definitions related to childcare shall be the most current definitions adopted under 

the North Carolina Administrative Code, as amended. 

Civic Building: A building used for public purposes, including but not limited to: churches, 

cultural uses, community facilities, libraries, municipal buildings, governmental agencies, post 

offices, and schools. Civic buildings are classified as commercial buildings. 

Clapboard: Thin boards tapered along one side laid horizontally over one another to sheath a wall 

surface. They are applied with the thick edge lapped over the thin edge of the board underneath. 

Colonnade: A row of regularly spaced columns supporting an entablature. 

Colonnette: A diminutive column which is usually either short or slender. 

Color: The sensible perception of hue, value and saturation characteristics of surfaces of window 

components. In the event of disagreement, the Munsell system of color identification shall govern. 

Collocation: The placement, installation, maintenance, modification, operation, or replacement of 

wireless facilities on, under, within, or on the surface of the earth adjacent to existing structures, 

including utility poles, city utility poles, water towers, buildings, and other structures capable of 

structurally supporting the attachment of wireless facilities in compliance with applicable codes. 

The term does not include the installation of new utility poles, city utility poles, or wireless support 

structures. 

Common Plan of Development: Any area where multiple separate and distinct construction or 

land-disturbing activities will occur under one (1) plan. A plan is any announcement or piece of 

documentation (including but not limited to a sign, public notice or hearing, sales pitch, 

advertisement, loan application, drawing, permit application, zoning request, or computer design) 

or physical demarcation (including but not limited to boundary signs, lot stakes, or surveyor 

markings) indicating that construction activities may occur on a specific plot. 

Commencement of Construction: The first placement of permanent evidence of a structure on a 

site pursuant to a duly issued building permit, such as staking, digging, clearing, grading, or the 

pouring of slabs or footings. 

Commercial Building: Commercial Buildings are classified according to the type of occupancy. 

For the purpose of this ordinance, the classifications are grouped as follows: 
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□ Assembly, Education and/or Institutional: Commercial Buildings classified for 

Assembly, Education, and/or Institutional Occupancy are commonly recognized in 

relation to, and synonymous with, the use for which the building was designed. 

Examples include churches, libraries, and schools. The scale and architectural 

sophistication of these buildings shall match their civic importance. 

□ Mercantile and/or Business: Commercial Buildings classified for Business and/or 

Mercantile occupancy include a variety of common forms such as shopfronts in the 

Uptown District, shopping centers, mixed use buildings, condominiums, free-

standing buildings, as well as gas stations. Regardless of the form, these buildings 

share design features that convey a sense of invitation to the public. 

□ Factory, Industrial, S-1 and S-2 Storage: Commercial buildings classified for 

Factory, Industrial, and/or S-1 and S-2 Storage range in size and scale. Although a 

presence may be established through stature, the building typically does not project 

a sense of open invitation to the general public. Most people onsite at any given 

time are employees. Uses include manufacturing, assembly, warehousing, 

distribution, wholesale, and processing, and also include uses such as airport 

hangers. These building types are typically found and permitted within the 

Industrial District and to a lesser degree, the Business District. 

Commercial Use: A set of uses with a purpose in commerce, community, cultural, service, and/or 

retail activity. The following uses are not to be considered commercial uses for the purpose of this 

Ordinance and are individually regulated otherwise, prohibited, or included in the definition of 

“Industrial Use:” Adult Use; Animal based Agricultural Industry; Airport; Construction Material 

Supply Yard; Correctional Facility; Dispatch centers or base operations for commercial vehicles 

where large vehicles are stored on- site such as bus terminals, trucking facilities, truck trailer 

storage or rental, and the like; Electronic Gaming Operations; Hazardous or Infectious Material 

Treatment Facility; Kennel, Commercial; Industrial Uses; Flea Market – Indoor or Outdoor; 

Junkyard; Landfill; Lumber Mill and Lumber Storage Yard; Mobile Food Trailer; Nightclub, 

Private Club; Outdoor Storage and Inventory; Outdoor sales, lease, display, and/or service of 

Boats, Carports, Heavy Equipment, Farm Equipment, and/or Lawn Care Equipment, 

Manufactured Homes and/or Modular Homes, Motor Vehicles (new and used car / boat / truck 

lots), Storage Buildings; Organic Material Supply Yard (mulch, soil, pine needles, etc.); Petroleum 

Storage Facility; Power Generation Plant; Pub, Private Club; Quarry; Raceway and Drag Strips; 

Recyclable Processing Plant; Slaughter House or Meat Packing Plant; Solid Waste Incineration; 

Uses that have potential for environmental degradation, or are otherwise incompatible with nearby 

residential use; Utility Material Supply Yard; Utility Treatment Plant; Wine Bar, Private Club. 

Communication Antenna: A device attached to a tower or other structure that is used to receive 

signal and is not a stand-alone structure. 

Communications facilities: A set of equipment and network components, including wires and 

cables and associated facilities used by a communications service provider to provide 

communications service. 

Communications service: Cable service as defined in 47 U.S.C. § 522(6), information service as 

defined in 47 U.S.C. § 153(24), telecommunications service as defined in 47 U.S.C. § 153(53), or 

wireless services. 
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Communications service provider: A cable operator as defined in 47 U.S.C. § 522(5); a provider 

of information service, as defined in 47 U.S.C. § 153(24); a telecommunications carrier, as defined 

in 47 U.S.C. § 153(51); or a wireless provider. 

Communication Tower: A tower facility, either roof or ground mounted, that includes, but is not 

limited to, radio and television transmission towers, or similar utilities, microwave towers, and 

cellular telephone communication towers, and similar structures for wireless communication. This 

term will not include radio transmission facilities for use by ham radio operators or two-way local 

radio facilities for business or governmental purposes. 

Community Sign: A sign identifying the name of a platted subdivision, apartment complex, 

townhomes with more than one building, residential neighborhood, or residential community. Not 

a group development sign. 

Composite Windows: Window frames made from any combination of materials such as 

fiberglass, wood products, vinyl, or other engineered materials. 

Comprehensive plan: A comprehensive plan that has been officially adopted by the governing 

board pursuant to G.S. 1660D-501. 

Conditional zoning: A legislative zoning map amendment with site-specific conditions 

incorporated into the zoning map amendment.  

Condominiums: Condominiums are units with individual deeds where the property owned is the 

airspace inside of the walls. The common areas are managed by a Property Owner’s Association. 

The scale can range from two units to a series of multiple units in multiple buildings. For the 

purpose of this ordinance, residential condominiums shall be considered as Townhomes and 

commercial and mixed-use condominiums shall be considered as commercial buildings. 

Configuration: The number, shape, organization and relationship of panes (lights) of glass, sash, 

frame, muntins, or tracery. 

Conical Surface: A surface extending outward and upward from the periphery of the horizontal 

surface at a slope of 20:1 for a horizontal distance of four thousand (4,000) feet. 

Conical Zone: A zone established on the area that commences at the periphery of the horizontal 

zone and extends outward therefrom for a distance of four thousand (4,000) feet, and upward at a 

slope of 20:1. 

Console: A scroll-shaped projecting bracket that supports a horizontal member. 

Construction Material Supply Yard: refers to construction supply businesses that store larger 

materials outside, which are typically retrieved by an employee and loaded for the customer, as 

well as contractors that store materials used in the course of their work outside on site at the 

construction office. 

Convenience store: easy-access retail stores of 5,000 square feet or less in gross floor area, which 

carry a range of merchandise oriented to convenience and travelers’ shopping needs. These stores 

may be part of a fueling or service station or an independent facility. 
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Conversion: The changing of any one building type to another building type. Typically involves 

changes to a building that will enable it to meet the occupancy of a classification not previously 

approved through the NC Building Code for that building. 

Coping: A protective cap, top, or cover of a wall parapet, commonly sloping to protect masonry 

from water. 

Copy: Any words, letters, numbers, figures, characters, symbols, logos, or insignia that are used 

on a sign display surface area. 

Corbel: An architectural member which projects upward and outward from a wall that supports a 

horizontal member. 

Corbelling: A series of projecting courses of bricks, each stepped out further than the one below, 

found on chimneys and walls. 

Corner Lot: See “Lot, Corner” 

Corner Board: A board that is used as trim on the exterior corner of a wood-frame structure, and 

against which the ends of the siding boards are fitted. 

Cornice: A projecting molding that tops the elements to which it is attached; used especially for a 

roof or the crowning. The uppermost portion of entablature where the roof and wall meet. 

Correctional Institution: A jail or other institutional facility used to confine and provide treatment 

or rehabilitation to violators of criminal laws, including facilities for persons who are participating 

in supervised work-release programs, whether such facilities provide confinement for all of each 

24 hour period or only a portion thereof; but not including temporary holding facilities that are 

accessory to a police station. 

Crematory/Crematorium: The building or buildings or portion of a building on a single site that 

houses the cremation equipment, the holding and processing facilities, the business office, and 

other parts of the crematory business. (G.S. 90-210.121). A crematory may be part of, or separate 

from the primary land use of a funeral home operation. 

Cresting: A decorative element, frequently of iron, usually located at the peak or edge of a roof. 

Crocket: An ornamental foliate form placed at regularly spaced intervals on the slopes and edges 

of the spires, pinnacles, gables, and similar elements of Gothic buildings. 

Critical Area: The area adjacent to a water supply intake where risk associated with pollution is 

greater than from the remaining portions of the watershed. 

Cultural Facility: An indoor or outdoor theater, auditorium, or other building or structure 

designed, intended, or used primarily for library, musical, dance, dramatic, other live 

performances, or a museum or gallery operated primarily for the display and/or sale of works of 

art. 

Cupola: A dome on a circular or polygonal base crowning a roof or turret. 

Dd 

Day: One calendar day. 
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Day Care Center for Adults: A principal or accessory use for the care of adults, with a focus on 

activities as opposed to health care. 

Deciduous Plant: Those plants that annually lose their leaves. 

Decision-making board: A governing board, planning board, board of adjustment, historic district 

board, or other board assigned to make quasi-judicial decisions under this Chapter. 

Deck: A wooden or composite platform built above the ground and connected to the main building. 

It is generally enclosed by a railing for safety. Access may be from the house through doors and 

from the ground via a stairway. Residential decks can be constructed over steep areas or rough 

ground that is otherwise unusable. Decks may also be covered by a canopy or pergola to control 

sunlight. 

Decorative flag: Flags other than national, state, municipal, or religious, that are used for 

decoration or to attract attention, whether or not the flag contains copy or a logo. 

Decorative Masonry: Terra cotta, cast-stone or natural stone (such as limestone, marble, 

brownstone or granite) facade areas and/or any ornamental feature which is a component of the 

facade such as, belt courses, banding, water tables, cornices, corbelled brick work, medallions, 

enframements, and surrounds, and ornamental bonding patterns, e.g. tapestry brick or diaper 

patterns. 

Demolition: Dismantling or razing of all or part of an existing improvement. 

Dentil: A small, square, tooth-like block in a series beneath a cornice. 

Dependent Care Center: A principal or accessory use designed for persons who need a wide 

range of health and support services, such as medical, nursing, and personal services care, central 

dining facilities, and transportation services. Does not include homeless shelters. 

Details: The dimensions and contours of both the stationary and moveable portions of a window, 

and moldings. 

Determination: A written, final, and binding order, requirement, or determination regarding an 

administrative decision. 

Developer: Any person seeking approval under these regulations for any form of development. 

Developer: A person, including a governmental agency or redevelopment authority, who 

undertakes any development and who is the landowner of the property to be developed or who has 

been authorized by the landowner to undertake development on that property. 

Development: Constructing, erecting, improving, or substantially changing any structure or site. 

Development: The construction, erection, alteration, enlargement, renovation, substantial repair, 

movement to another site, or demolition of any structure; the excavation, grading, filling, clearing, 

or alteration of land; the subdivision of land as defined in G.S. 160D-802; the initiation or 

substantial change in the use of land or the intensity of use of land. 

Development regulation: A development ordinance, zoning regulation, subdivision regulation, 

erosion and sedimentation control regulation, floodplain or flood damage prevention regulation, 

stormwater control regulation, wireless telecommunication facility regulation, historic 
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preservation or landmark regulation, housing code, State Building Code enforcement, or any other 

regulation adopted pursuant to this Chapter, or a local act or charter that regulates land use or 

development. 

Dilapidated sign: A sign in disrepair. 

Discharge: The introduction, either directly or indirectly, of any man induced waste effluent into 

North Carolina surface waters. 

Display Window: The large glazed portion of the storefront, and the associated framing, above 

the bulkhead and below the transom, extending from pier to pier. The display window is typically 

used for the display of goods and to provide daylight and visibility into the commercial space. 

Distillery: An establishment permitted by the State as a distillery pursuant to GS 18B-1105, as 

amended, which is primarily engaged in the production and distribution of spirituous liquor, and 

sells the majority of product for off-site sale and consumption, along with accessory uses such as 

tasting room(s), restaurant, retail, demonstration areas, education and training facilities, or other 

uses incidental to the brewing business. 

Dog Lot: A fenced area meant to contain a dog. Fenced-in yards that contain the general area of 

the yard and outside areas for persons, are not dog lots. 

Dog Park: One or more parcels used for the purpose of providing an enclosed space for canines 

to interact in a controlled environment, under the supervision of their attendants. Dog parks may 

be considered an accessory use if part of a larger, common development. 

Doric: One of five classical orders, recognizable by its simple capital. The Greek Doric column 

has a fluted shaft and no base; the Roman Doric column may be fluted or smooth and rests on a 

molded base. 

Dormer: A vertical structure, usually housing a window that projects from a sloping roof and is 

covered by a separate roof structure. 

Double-hung Window: A type of window composed of an upper and lower sash that slide 

vertically past each other, and are moveable by means of sash cords and weights. 

Drip Line: An imaginary vertical line extending from the outermost edge of the tree canopy or 

shrub branch to the ground. 

Drip molding: A projecting molding around the head of a door or window frame, often extended 

horizontally at right angles to the sides of the frame, intended to channel rain away from the 

opening; also called a drip lintel. 

Dunnage: Supports for air conditioning and other equipment above the roof of a building. 

Dwelling: A building that contains one or up to four dwelling units as defined by the North 

Carolina Residential Code intended or designed to be used, rented, leased, let or hired out to be 

occupied for living purposes. This building type is reviewed, permitted and inspected under the 

North Carolina Residential Building Code. 

Dwelling Unit: A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or more 

persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation. 
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Ee 

Easement: An interest in land owned by another that entitles its holder to specific, limited use or 

ingress and egress onto, out or across a real property. 

Eave: Edge of sloping roof that projects or overhangs past the vertical wall. 

Egg and dart: An ornamental band molding of egg forms alternating with dart forms. 

EFIS (Exterior Insulation Finish Systems): a building product that provides exterior walls with 

a finished surface, insulation and waterproofing in an integrated composite system. EIFS is also 

known as "synthetic stucco" and "Senergy", "Finestone", "Dryvit" or "Sto" – which are popular 

EIFS brands. 

Electronic changeable copy sign: Also referred to as electronic message boards/panels. Signs that 

electronically display changing or moving messages, symbols, or scenes. Includes LED signs. May 

be applied as a ground mounted sign, a building sign, or projection sign. All electronic changeable 

copy signs are considered back-lit. 

Elevation: 1) The front, rear, or side of a building; 2) A drawing of a face of a building with all 

the features shown, as if in a single vertical plane. 

Electronic Gaming: businesses or enterprises where persons utilize electronic machines 

(including but not limited to computers and gaming terminals) to conduct games of chance or 

sweepstakes, and where cash, merchandise or anything else of value is redeemed or otherwise 

distributed or placed on an account or other record, whether or not the value of such distribution 

is determined by electronic games played or by predetermined odds. 

Eligible facilities request: A request for modification of an existing wireless tower or base station 

that involves collocation of new transmission equipment or replacement of transmission equipment 

but does not include a substantial modification. 

Emergency: A condition that (1) constitutes a clear and immediate danger to the health, welfare, 

or safety of the public, or (2) has caused or is likely to cause facilities in the right-of-way to be 

unusable and result in loss of the services provided. 

Emporium: A large retail space or store, characterized by the selling of a large variety of articles 

or items. 

Enframement: A general term referring to any elements surrounding a window or door. 

Engineer: Any individual, partnership, corporation or other legal entity licensed to practice the 

profession of engineering under the education law of the State of North Carolina. 

English bond: A pattern of brickwork with alternate courses of headers and stretchers. 

Entablature: A major horizontal member carried by a column(s) or pilaster(s); it consists of an 

architrave, a frieze, and a cornice. The proportions and detailing are different for each order, and 

strictly prescribed. 

Entrance recess: The recessed opening in the facade leading up to the doorway of a storefront or 

building entrance. 
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Environmental Constraints: Features, natural resources, or land characteristics that are sensitive 

to improvements. 

Equipment compound: An area surrounding or near the base of a wireless support structure 

within which a wireless facility is located. 

Equitable Remedy: A court decision which prescribes a method of ‘equitable’ compliance with 

the terms and conditions of the Land Use Ordinance. 

Establishment: A manufacturing, commercial or retail business or profession. 

Event Venue: A multi-purpose venue facility hosting special events such as graduations, 

weddings, anniversaries, holiday gatherings, trade shows, corporate functions or parties, concert 

settings, and general gatherings. An event center could typically have a catering kitchen, indoor 

and/or outdoor seating and a stage or event area. 

Evidentiary hearing: A hearing to gather competent, material, and substantial evidence in order 

to make findings for a quasi-judicial decision required by a development regulation adopted under 

this Chapter. 

Existing Development: Projects that are built or projects that, at a minimum, have established a 

vested right.  

Existing Structure: A previously erected support structure or utility pole that is capable of 

supporting the installation of wireless facilities. 

Existing windows: The windows existing at the time of designation or windows which have been 

changed subsequent to designation pursuant to a permit issued by the Commission. 

Eyebrow dormer: A curved dormer with no sides, covered by a smooth protrusion from the 

sloping roof. 

Ff 

Façade: The principal vertical surface of a building which is set along a frontage line; the front 

wall of a building or any architecturally distinguished wall of a building. 

Facility(ies): Wireless telecommunication facilities. 

Fall zone: The area in which a wireless support structure may be expected to fall in the event of a 

structural failure, as measured by engineering standards. 

Family Care Home: A home with support and supervisory personnel that provides room and 

board, personal care and habilitation services in a family environment for not more than six 

resident persons with disabilities. 

Fanlight: A semicircular or semielliptical window above a door, usually inset with radiating 

glazing bars. 

Farm: Any tract of land containing at least three acres which is used for dairying or for the raising 

of agricultural products, forest products, livestock, or poultry, and which may include facilities for 

the sale of such products from the premises where produced. Does not include agricultural 

industries. 
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Farmers Market: An indoor or outdoor market operated through the local Agricultural Extension 

office whereby local farmers are able to gather, display, and sell their produce and wares. 

Farmer’s Stand: A temporary seasonal location on private property for a local farmer from within 

Davidson County to set up and sell produce that was grown on a local farm by the person selling 

the produce. Excludes the wholesaling of produce. 

Fascia: A horizontal, flat element often combined with a cornice and architrave. The flat board 

that covers the ends of roof rafters. 

FCC: The Federal Communications Commission of the United States. 

Fee: A one-time charge. 

Fences and Walls: Any linear structure in excess of two feet in height, solid or otherwise, used as 

1) a barrier intended to prevent escape or intrusion by people, vehicles, or animals, and/or 2) to 

mark a boundary, and/or 3) to visually define a space, and/or 4) to block view or noise. 

Fenestration: The design and placement of windows and doors on a building; the arrangement, 

proportioning and design of window and door openings in a building. 

Festoon: A carved ornament in the form of a band, loop, or wreath, suspended from two points; 

also called a “garland” or “swag.” 

Fiber Cement: A class of composite building or siding material that is made from a combination 

of cement, cellulose (wood), sand and water. These materials are either painted or coated in the 

factory or installed then painted after installation. 

Finial: The crowning ornament of a pointed element, such as a spire. 

Finish: The visual characteristics including color, texture and reflectivity of all exterior materials. 

Fixture: An appliance or device attached to the façade (e.g., awning, sign, lighting fixture, conduit, 

or security gate). 

Flag Lot: A lot configuration that results in one building fronting the rear or side of another 

building, typically created with an access strip with street frontage leading to a lot widening to the 

rear of another lot. 

Flashing: Overlapping pieces of non-corrosive metal installed to make watertight joints at 

junctions between roof and walls, around chimneys, vent pipes, and other protrusions through the 

roof. 

Flea Market: A market, indoor or outdoor, where individual booths or spaces are leased to for-

profit vendors to sell a variety of merchandise and where sales tax is charged by each vendor. 

Indoor Flea Markets may also be referred to as “Emporiums.” Excludes produce stands, farmers 

markets, and special events held by local non-profit agencies. 

Flemish bond: A pattern of brickwork in which each course consists of headers and stretchers laid 

alternately; each header is centered between the stretcher above and the stretcher below it. 

Floor: The top surface of an enclosed area in a building (including the basement) such as the top 

of the slab in concrete slab construction or the top of the wood flooring in wood frame construction. 
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Floor Area: The sum of the gross horizontal areas of each floor of the principal building and any 

accessory buildings or structures, measured from the exterior walls or from the center line of party 

walls. The term does not include non-enclosed porches, patios, or stoops, or any area used 

exclusively for the surface parking of motor vehicles or for building or equipment access, such as 

stairs, elevator shafts, and maintenance crawl space.  

Floor Plan: A scaled drawing showing the horizontal arrangement of one level of the building that 

typically indicates walls, doors and dimensions. 

Foliate: Decorative leafage, often applied to capitals or moldings. 

Food Truck: a large motorized vehicle (such as a van) or trailer, equipped to cook, prepare, serve, 

and/or sell food. Some, including ice cream trucks, sell frozen or prepackaged food; others have 

on-board kitchens and prepare food from scratch, or they reheat food that was prepared in a bricks 

and mortar commercial kitchen. 

Four-family Dwelling: A building with four dwelling units under a single deed, and suitable for 

four, individual occupancies. Four-family dwellings are constructed to the standards of the North 

Carolina State Building Code. 

Frame: The stationary portion of a window unit that is affixed to the facade and holds the sash or 

other operable portions of the windows. 

French door or French window: A tall casement window that reaches to the floor, usually 

arranged in two leaves as a double door. 

Freight transport facility: One or more parcels, structures, or both for temporarily accumulating 

and/or storing products or goods until they are sold and/or transported, or distributed to retail 

outlets or customers. 

Frieze: 1) The middle horizontal member of a classical entablature, above the architrave and below 

the cornice; 2) A similar decorative band in a stringcourse, or near the top of an interior wall below 

the cornice. 

Front Yard: See “Yard.” 

Frontage: The lot boundary which coincides with a public thoroughfare or space. The façade of a 

structure facing the street.  

Gg 

Gable: The part of the end wall of a building between the eaves and a pitched or gambrel roof. 

Galvanized Iron: Iron that has been coated with zinc to inhibit rusting. 

Gambrel Roof: A roof that has two pitches on each side with the lower pitch being steeper. 

Garage: a walled, roofed structure for storing a vehicle or vehicles that may be part of or attached 

to a home ("attached garage"), or a separate outbuilding or shed ("detached garage"). Residential 

garages typically have space for one or two cars. 

Gas Station: Any premises where fuel and convenience goods are sold, but automotive services 

are not offered. 
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Gateway: A principal point of entrance into a city, district, or neighborhood. 

Gazebo: An outdoor shade structure with a solid roof and open sides. Typically of an octagonal 

shape with a built-in floor or placed on a slab (with or without screening). 

Glazing: 1) The material, usually glass, that fills spaces between sash members (rails, stiles and 

muntins), commonly referred to as panes or lights; 2) Fitting glass into windows and doors. 

Glazing Bar: See mullion. 

Gothic Sash: A window sash pattern composed of mullions that cross to form pointed arches. 

Governing board: The city council or board of county commissioners. The term is 

interchangeable with the terms "board of aldermen" and "boards of commissioners" and means 

any governing board without regard to the terminology employed in charters, local acts, other 

portions of the General Statutes, or local customary usage. 

Government Building: A building, use, or facility serving as a governmental agency, but not 

including a vehicle storage yard, correctional facility, sanitary landfill, solid waste transfer or 

disposal facility, wastewater treatment facility, educational or health institution, university, group 

home, or housing for persons who are participating in work release programs or who have 

previously served and completed terms of imprisonment for violations of criminal laws. 

Grade: The elevation of the land or land level at a specific point. 

Grasscrete: An alternative paving material consisting of approximately 50% concrete or asphalt 

and 50% hole filled with seeded dirt, mulch, stone, brick, or other pervious material. 

Greenhouse: A structure enclosed by glass, plastic, or other similar material and used for the 

cultivation or protection of tender plants. 

Greenway: An asphalt multi-modal trail built on public right-of-way, though typically not found 

adjacent to streets. Greenways serve a dual purpose in providing a form of active recreation and 

also as an alternative transportation route connecting community designation points. 

Grille: A decorative, openwork grating, usually of iron, used to protect a window, door, or other 

opening. 

Grid Street Pattern: An interconnected system of streets that is primarily a rectilinear grid in 

pattern. 

Grocery Store: A retail establishment that sells such products as staple foods, accessory food 

items, and household goods intended for home preparation and consumption. 

Ground mounted sign for freestanding commercial building: A self-supporting sign that 

extends from the ground in either a solid monument style or pole style. 

Ground mounted sign for group development: A sign that combines identification for the 

overall development with identification for each of the multiple entities within the group 

development into one freestanding sign. Examples include shopping centers, mixed-use buildings, 

business centers, campus settings, and complexes. Not a community sign. 
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Group Development: Two or more buildings or attached non-residential units on one or more 

parcels that function as one destination. Outparcels shall be considered as part of a group 

development. 

Gutter: A shallow channel of metal or wood set immediately below and along the eaves of a 

building to catch and carry off rainwater. 

Gymnasium: A building containing space and equipment for various indoor sports activities. The 

use may include spectator, locker room, pool, and shower accommodations. 

Hh 

Hayfield: A parcel or a portion of a parcel equal to or greater than two acres in size and otherwise 

undeveloped, used for growing and harvesting hay for the feeding of horses, cows, or other farm 

animals in another location. Not a pasture for grazing. 

Hazardous Material: Any substance listed as such in: Superfund Amendments and 

Reauthorization Act (SARA) Section 302, Extremely Hazardous Substances, Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLE) Hazardous Substances, or 

Section 311 of Clean Water Act (CWA) (oil and hazardous substances). 

Hazardous Materials Treatment Facility: A building, structure, or use of land devoted, or 

intended to be devoted, primarily to changing by any method, technique or process, including 

incineration or neutralization, the physical, chemical, or biological character of any hazardous 

material regulated by the Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, as amended 

(42 U.S.C. Sec. 6901 et seq.), and the "North Carolina Solid Waste Management Act", as amended 

(Article 13B. G.S. 130-166.16), so as to neutralize such material or render it non-hazardous, safer 

for transport, amenable for recovery, amenable for storage, or reduced in bulk. Such a use may 

also contain temporary storage facilities normally associated with these operations and of sufficient 

size to conduct a commercially feasible operation. However, under no circumstances is a hazardous 

materials treatment facility to be construed to be any of the following: A facility that manufactures 

hazardous materials from component non-hazardous materials; A facility or location for the long 

term or perpetual storage of hazardous materials; or A facility for the treatment of hazardous 

materials which is clearly subordinate, incidental, and related to the principal structure, building 

or use of land and is located on the same lot as the principal structure, building, or use. 

Hazard to Navigation: An obstruction determined by Administrator in consultation with the 

Federal Aviation Authority Inspector, to have a substantial adverse effect on the safety and efficient 

utilization of the navigable airspace. 

Head: The upper horizontal part of a window frame or window opening. 

Header: A masonry wall unit of brick which is laid so that its short end is exposed. 

Heavy manufacturing: A type of land use on one or more parcels with buildings used for the 

production, finishing, handling, packaging, distribution and logistics of finished goods. Final 

production goods may be classified as combustible and/or hazardous, often requiring additional 

permitting by State and Federal agencies. Heavy manufacturing facilities are large in scale and 

buildings typically vary in height and massing and exceed 10,000 square feet in area. Because of 

the intensity and neighboring impacts on land uses, heavy manufacturing uses and developments 

are allowed only within the Industrial Zoning District. 
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Height: Mean sea level elevation unless otherwise specified. 

High-rise sign: An on-premise, large-scale freestanding sign used to attract the attention of 

motorists traveling along Interstates and Business 85/HWY 29 for properties with direct frontage 

on Interstates and Business 85/HWY 29 right-of-way. (I-285 and I-85) 

Hipped Roof: A roof that slopes upward from all four sides of a building. 

Historic Appearance: The visual appearance of a structure or site at a specific point in time after 

it has undergone alterations or additions which enhance or contribute to the building or site’s 

special architectural, aesthetic, cultural, or historic character. 

Historic Fabric: A building's original or significant historic façade construction material or 

ornament, or fragments thereof. 

Historic windows: (1) windows installed at time of construction of the building; or (2) windows 

of a type installed at time of construction of similar buildings in similar periods and styles; or (3) 

windows installed at time of major facade alterations 30 or more years ago. 

Home Occupations: A business, profession, occupation, or trade which is conducted within a 

residential building or accessory structure for the economic gain or support of a resident of the 

dwelling, and which is incidental and secondary to the residential use of the building. 

Homeless Shelter: A shelter for the temporary care, feeding, and shelter of homeless persons. 

Hood: A projection that shelters an element such as a door or window. 

Hospital: A health care facility the purpose of which is to provide for care, treatment, testing for 

physical, emotional, or mental injury, illness, or disability, and overnight boarding of patients, 

either on a for-profit or not for-profit basis; but not including group homes. 

Horizontal Surface: A horizontal plane one hundred fifty (150) feet above the established airport 

elevation, the perimeter of which coincided with the perimeter of the horizontal zone. 

Horizontal Zone: A zone established by swinging arcs of ten thousand (10,000) feet radii from 

the center of the end of the primary surface of the runway and connecting the adjacent arcs by lines 

tangent to those arcs. The horizontal zone does not include the approach and transitional zones. 

Hotel: A building containing individual rooms for the purpose of providing overnight lodging 

facilities to the general public for compensation, with or without meals, and which has common 

facilities for reservations and cleaning services, combined utilities, and on-site management and 

reception services, with entries to a room from an interior space. 

House: See One-family Dwelling 

HVAC Equipment: Window, through-wall and yard-mounted heating, ventilation, and air 

conditioning equipment, including window louvers, wall-mounted grilles and stove, bathroom 

and/or dryer vents. 

Ii 

Impact Buffer: A portion of land along the perimeter of a development to provide visual and 

functional separation between adjacent land uses. Impact buffers are generally densely planted 
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vegetation areas that can contain features such as fencing, walls, earthen berms, or other visual 

screening. 

Impervious Ground Cover: Incapable of being penetrated by storm water runoff. Any structure 

or ground cover consisting of asphalt, concrete, stone, brick, terrazzo, roofing, ceramic tile, or any 

other natural or man-made material that prevents the absorption of surface water into the soil. 

Improvement: Any building, structure, place, work of art, or other object constituting a physical 

betterment of real property, or any part of such betterment. 

Indoor Fitness: Public or private health or exercise clubs, tennis or other racquet courts, 

swimming pools, or similar uses which are enclosed in buildings and are operated on a fee or 

membership basis primarily for the use of persons who do not reside on the same lot as that on 

which the recreational use is located. Indoor recreation structures may include accessory uses, such 

as snack bars, pro shops, and locker rooms that are designed and intended primarily for the use of 

patrons of the principal recreational use. 

Industrial Discharge: The discharge of industrial process treated wastewater or wastewater other 

than sewage and includes: Wastewater resulting from any process of industry or manufacture, or 

from the development of any natural resource; Wastewater resulting from processes of trade or 

business, including wastewater from Laundromats and car washes, but not wastewater from 

restaurants; Stormwater will not be considered to be an industrial wastewater, unless it is 

contaminated with industrial wastewater; or Wastewater discharged from a municipal wastewater 

treatment plant requiring a pretreatment program. 

Industrial Use: Uses engaged in the manufacture, predominantly from raw or previously prepared 

materials, of finished products or parts, including processing, fabrication, assembly, treatment, 

packaging, incidental storage, sales, and distribution of such products, but excluding the following 

uses, which are regulated individually: Animal-based Agricultural Industries; Communication 

Tower; Correctional Facilities; Hazardous or Infectious Material Incineration, Handling, or 

Storage Facilities; Junk Yards; Landfill; Lumber Mills and Lumber Storage Yard; Petroleum 

Storage Facilities; Power Generation Plants; Quarries; Raceway and Drag Strips; Recyclable 

Processing Plant; Sanitary Landfill; Slaughter House or Meat Packing Plant; Solid Waste 

Incineration. 

Infill Development: The development of previously subdivided lots in a subdivision between or 

beside existing, developed or improved lots. Multiple unimproved lots may be classified as infill 

lots if they share a boundary with an existing developed lot, or if an existing structure is within 

300 feet along any shared street frontage. 

Injunction: A court order that prohibits a party from doing something (restrictive injunction) or 

compels a party to do something (mandatory injunction). 

Inn: An establishment providing accommodations, food, and drink, especially for travelers. 

Interconnected: Refers to streets which provide through access to other streets. 

Interior Lot: See “Lot, Interior” 

Internet Sweepstakes Business / Internet Café: Any business that utilizes computer terminals 

or machines equipped with legal sweepstakes software to promote the sale of internet usage by 
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revealing sweepstakes winnings. Excludes the operation of illegal video gambling machines and 

any other such device as declared illegal by the State of North Carolina. Excludes business support 

space where sweepstakes software is not utilized. 

Interstate Frontage: Properties adjacent to right-of-way of future I-295 or I-85, or properties that 

front on a service road that is adjacent to right-of-way of future I-295 or I-85. This does not include 

properties adjacent to State highways or business routes. 

Ionic: One of the five classical orders, characterized by capitals with spiral elements called 

“volutes,” a fascinated entablature, continuous frieze, dentils in its cornice, and by its elegant 

detailing. 

Jj 

Jamb: The side parts of a window frame or window opening, as distinct from head and sill. 

Jigsaw Carving: Wooden ornament cut with a thin narrow saw blade. 

Joinery: The art and practice of joining several small pieces of wood together to form woodwork 

such as doors, panels, cabinets, etc. 

Joist: One of a series of parallel timber beams used to support floor and ceiling loads, and 

supported in turn by larger beams, girders, or bearing walls; the widest dimension is vertically 

oriented. 

Junkyard: One or more parcels, structures or both which is maintained, operated, or used for 

storage, keeping, buying or selling parts from inoperable automotive or recreational vehicles. 

Kk 

Kennel, Commercial: A use or structure intended and used for the breeding or accommodation of 

small domestic animals for sale or for the training or overnight boarding of animals for persons 

other than the owner of the lot, but not including a veterinary clinic in which the overnight boarding 

of animals is necessary for or accessory to the testing and medical treatment of the physical 

disorders of animals. 

Key: A block, often used in a series, which projects beyond the edge of the enframement of an 

opening and is joined with the surrounding masonry. A block handled in such a manner is keyed 

to the masonry; see quoin. 

Keystone: The central wedge-shaped member of a masonry arch; also used as a decorative element 

on arches in wood structures. 

Ll 

Landowner or owner: The holder of the title in fee simple. Absent evidence to the contrary, a 

local government may rely on the county tax records to determine who is a landowner. The 

landowner may authorize a person holding a valid option, lease, or contract to purchase to act as 

his or her agent or representative for the purpose of making applications for development 

approvals. 

Land Clearing and Inert Debris (LCID) Landfill: A landfill that is limited to receiving stumps, 

limbs, leaves, concrete, brick, wood, uncontaminated earth, or other solid waste meeting the 



 

ARTICLE 12. DEFINITIONS  12-22 

 

standards of the State of North Carolina. A clean fill operation which is conducted to improve or 

re-contour land, using only soil, is not construed to be such a landfill. An on-site LCID landfill is 

located within the confines of property being developed or in use, and used only for the disposal 

of acceptable materials which are generated on the property being developed or used; a disposal 

site that is clearly an accessory use to the development activity. An off-site LCID landfill is itself 

the principal use of a property and is used for the disposal of acceptable materials some or all of 

which are generated off the site of the property being used for the landfill. 

Land Disturbing Activity: Any use of the land by any person that results in a change in the natural 

cover or topography. 

Landscape Area: The area prepared for the purpose of accommodating the planting of trees, 

shrubs, and groundcovers. 

Landscaping: The installation and maintenance, usually of a combination of trees, shrubs, plant 

materials, or other ground cover, including grass, mulch, decorative stone, and similar materials, 

but excluding bare soil, uncultivated vegetation, impervious pavement materials, and gravel. Also, 

any live plant material such as trees, shrubs, ground cover, and grass areas left in their natural state. 

Landscape improvement: A physical betterment of real property or any part thereof, consisting 

of natural or artificial landscaping, including but not limited to grade, terrace, body of water, 

stream, rock, hedge, plant, shrub, mature tree, path, walkway, road, plaza, wall, fence, step, 

fountain, or sculpture. 

Large shrubs: plant varieties that may be used to form hedges, typically for impact buffers and 

screening, and mature at between 6 and 12 feet in height. 

Large trees: Deciduous and Evergreen Trees that mature between 40 and 100 feet in height. 

Larger than Utility Runway: A runway that is constructed for and intended to be used by 

propeller driven aircraft of greater than 12,500 pounds maximum gross weight and jet powered 

aircraft. 

Large Vehicles, Heavy Equipment, and/or Farm Equipment: Tractor trailers; one-ton or larger 

commercial vehicles, dump trucks, and the like; Motor Homes, campers, and the like; bulldozers, 

back hoes, skid steers, loaders, and the like; tractors, combines, tractor accessories, and the like. 

Latticework: Thin strips of wood arranged in a netlike grid pattern, often set diagonally. 

Law: Local, State, or Federal law, statute, common law, code, rule, regulation, order, or ordinance. 

Leaded window: A window composed of small panes, usually diamond-shaped or rectangular, 

held in place by narrow strips of cast lead. 

Leade: A horizontal or vertical cylinder, usually made of metal, which carries water from the 

gutter to the ground. 

Legislative decision: The adoption, amendment, or repeal of a regulation under this Chapter or an 

applicable local act. The term also includes the decision to approve, amend, or rescind a 

development agreement consistent with the provisions of Article 10 of this Chapter. 

Legislative hearing: A hearing to solicit public comment on a proposed legislative decision. 
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Light: A pane of glass; a window, or a compartment of a window. 

Light manufacturing: A type of land use on one or more parcels with buildings used for the 

production, finishing, handling, packaging, distribution and logistics of noncombustible and/or 

nonhazardous goods. Buildings typically are no more than one story in height and do not exceed 

10,000 square feet in area. 

Lighting: The method or equipment for providing artificial illumination. 

Lintel: A horizontal structural element over an opening which carries the weight of the wall above 

it. 

Local act: As defined in G.S. 160A-1(5). 

Local government: A city or county. 

Linear Frontage: The length of a property abutting a public right-of-way from one side lot line 

to another. 

Lodge: A private meeting place for Masons, Veterans, and other such organizations. 

Loggia: 1. An arcaded or colonnaded structure, open on one or more sides, sometimes with an 

upper story; 2. An arcaded or colonnaded porch or gallery attached to a larger structure. 

Logging (timbering): the process of cutting, processing, and moving trees to a location for 

transport. It may include skidding, on-site processing, and loading of trees or logs onto trucks or 

skeleton cars. 

Logo: Business trademark or symbol. 

Lot: 1: a portion of land; 2: a measured parcel of land having fixed boundaries and designated on 

a plat or survey. Though the terms “Lot,” “Parcel,” and “Tract” are technically interchangeable, 

the term Lot typically refers to a numbered portion of land appearing on a recorded plat. 

Lot Line: A property line of a parcel, tract, or lot. 

Lot of Record: A lot described by plat or by metes and bounds which has been recorded in the 

Office of the Register of Deeds prior to the effective date of this ordinance. 

Lot, Corner: A lot located at the intersection of two or more streets, or abutting a curved street or 

streets in such a way that the front building line meets either side lot line at an interior angle of 

less than one hundred and thirty five degrees (135°). 

Lot, Interior: A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on only one street. 

Lot, Through: A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on more than one street. 

Lot, Reverse Frontage: Any lot oriented to an abutting street in such a way that the intersection 

of the front building line, extended, and the street right-of-way line form an interior angle of less 

than 45 degrees is defined as having reverse frontage relative to said street. 

Lot Width: The distance between the side lot lines measured along a setback line or build-to line; 

or the distance between the side lot lines measured along an established setback line (when that 

line is greater than the setback or build-to line required by this ordinance) along the turnaround 
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portion of a cul-de-sac street; or if no setback is required for a lot according to this ordinance, and 

no setback has been established on a previously recorded plat, lot width is the distance measured 

between the side lot lines along the street right-of-way. 

Lumber Storage Yard: One or more parcels, structure or both where bulk supplies of lumber and 

other building materials are stored, offered or kept for retail sale. 

Lunette: A crescent-shaped or semicircular area or opening on a wall surface. 

Mm 

Mansard Roof: A roof with a double slope on all four sides, the lower slope being longer and 

steeper than the upper. 

Manual changeable copy sign: A sign that provides tracks for letters, numbers, and symbols so 

that copy may be changed manually. May be applied as ground mounted sign or a building sign, 

but not as a projection sign. 

Manufactured Home: A dwelling unit fabricated in an off-site manufacturing facility for 

installation or assembly on the building site, which is at least eight feet in width and at least 32 

feet in length, which bears a seal certifying that it was built to the standard adopted pursuant to the 

"National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974," 42 U.S.C. Sec 

5401 et seq., which is placed upon a permanent foundation which meets the installation and 

foundation requirements adopted by the N.C. Commissioner of Insurance, but which is not 

constructed or equipped with a permanent hitch or other device allowing it to be moved other than 

for the purpose of moving to a permanent site, and which does not have permanently attached to 

its body or frame any wheels or axles. 

Manufacturing: Assembly, fabrication, or processing of finished products or parts, predominantly 

from raw or previously prepared materials, including treatment, packaging, incidental storage, 

sales, and distribution of such products. 

Marquee sign: The sign area of an establishment that feature constantly changing venues such as 

a theater, movie theater, coliseum, sports facility, etc., where games or showings are displayed and 

changed frequently. Traditionally marquees were applied as a canopy with an exterior of 

changeable copy, but more modern applications of marquees are more in the nature of a building 

sign and utilize manual or electronic changeable copy. 

Masonry: Wall building material, such as brick or stone, which is laid up in small units. 

Massing: The shape and form a building or assemblage of buildings assumes through architectural 

design. The three-dimensional bulk of a structure: height, width, and depth. 

Match: Either an exact or approximate replication. If not an exact replication, the approximate 

replication shall be so designed as to achieve a suitable, harmonious and balanced result. 

Materials: The substances used to fabricate the various elements and details of a building. 

Mature tree: Any tree with a trunk diameter of 12" or greater. 
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Mean Sea Level (MSL): The National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929, or other datum, 

to which base flood elevations shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Davidson County are 

referenced. 

Meat Processing Facility: A facility designed, maintained and operated for the purposes of 

slaughtering and processing animals bred for meat consumption. 

Meeting rail: A sash rail in a double-hung window designed to interlock with an adjacent sash 

rail. 

Mechanical equipment: Includes, but not be limited to, heating, venting and air conditioning 

equipment, water tanks and their supporting structures, satellite dishes, stair and elevator 

bulkheads, screens, dunnages, baffles and other accessory installations but shall not include 

telecommunication equipment and conventional television antennas. Mechanical equipment can 

also include unenclosed decks, garden trellises, or associated railings. 

Medium shrubs: plant varieties which may be used to form hedges, mature at between 4 and 6 

feet in height. 

Member: A component part of a window. 

Menu sign: The regular menu of a restaurant posted in a window or on the outside wall of a 

building in order to allow patrons to preview the menu choices. 

Merchandise sign: A sign that is legible from public right-of-way that is applied directly to 

outdoor merchandise such as carports, storage buildings, cars, etc. 

Metal Roofing: Standing seam metal used for roof covering. Galvanized or prefinished. 

Micro wireless facility: A small wireless facility that is no larger in dimension than 24 inches in 

length, 15 inches in width, and 12 inches in height and that has an exterior antenna, if any, no 

longer than 11 inches. 

Minimally Visible: Refers to any rooftop addition which when viewed from any public 

thoroughfare, projects into the maximum line of sight from such public thoroughfare by not more 

than 12 inches in height, or, due to its placement and size does not call attention to itself nor detract 

from any significant architectural features. 

Minor Modification: A change to a development plan that does not result in an increase of more 

than 10% of building space, number of residential units, or paved area. A change to a development 

plan that does not reduce the pedestrian or amenity facilities. 

Mixed use: a type of urban development, urban planning and/or a zoning type that blends 

residential, commercial, cultural, institutional, or entertainment uses into one space, where those 

functions are to some degree physically and functionally integrated, and that provides pedestrian 

connections. 

Modification: Any work to an existing improvement or landscape improvement other than (a) 

ordinary maintenance or repair; or (b) any Addition. 

Modillion: A projecting scroll-shaped bracket or simple horizontal block arranged in series under 

the soffit of a cornice. 
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Molding (Moulding): A piece of trim that introduces varieties of outline or curved contours in 

edges or surfaces as on window jambs and heads. Moldings are generally divided into three 

categories: rectilinear, curved and composite-curved. Moldings can be milled from natural wood, 

or extruded from polymer resins or other synthetic materials. 

Motel: A building containing individual rooms for the purpose of providing overnight lodging 

facilities to the general public for compensation, with or without meals, and which has common 

facilities for reservations and cleaning services, combined utilities, and on-site management and 

reception services. Motels are distinctive from hotels in that the location is often on highways and 

roadsides, with separate entry doors from the exterior for each room. 

Motorsports Racing Facility: One or more parcels, structures, tracks, trails or other related 

structures designed for the purposes of racing, testing, or maintenance of any vehicle that is 

accelerated by internal combustion, electrical, alternative fuels or other means of acceleration. 

Monopole: A structure composed of a pole or tower used to support antennas or related equipment. 

A monopole also includes a monopine, monopalm and similar monopoles camouflaged to resemble 

faux trees or other faux objects attached on a monopole. 

Moving (non-stationary) sign: A sign that uses movement to attract attention. 

Mullion: A vertical support dividing a window or other opening into two or more parts. 

Multifamily Development: The development of three (3) or more dwellings on a single parcel of 

land. 

Municipal Solid Waste Landfill (MSWLF): A municipal solid waste landfill (MSWLF) is a 

discrete area of land or excavation that receives household waste. A MSWLF may also receive 

other types of nonhazardous wastes, such as commercial solid waste, nonhazardous sludge, 

conditionally exempt small quantity generator waste, and industrial nonhazardous solid waste. 

Muntin: A tertiary framing member that subdivides the sash into individual panes, lights or panels. 

Note: Grids placed between two sheets of glass are not considered muntins. 

Nn 

Neon sign: The use of neon tubing to outline windows, doors, or other features of a building. 

Newel: The main post at the foot of a stairway or stoop. 

Nightclub: A place of entertainment open at night usually serving food and alcoholic beverages 

and may include however, not limited to: space for dancing, elevated stage(s), musical 

performances, comedy, spoken word and/or other types of appurtenances for entertainment 

purposes. A nightclub establishment has an occupancy capacity greater than 99 people and being 

equal to, or greater than 1,500 square feet of enclosed space, as defined by the latest edition of the 

North Carolina Fire Code. 

Nonconforming Structure: Any structure, which lawfully existed prior to the adoption, revision, 

or amendment of this ordinance, but which fails by reason of such adoption, revision, or 

amendment to conform to the district requirements in which it is located. 
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Nonconforming Use: Any use, which lawfully existed at a particular location prior to the 

adoption, revision, or amendment of this ordinance, but which fails by reason of such adoption, 

revision, or amendment to conform to the district requirements in which it is located. 

Nonconforming Lot: Any lot of record which existed prior to the adoption, revision, or 

amendment of this ordinance, but which fails by reason of such adoption, revision, or amendment 

to conform to the district requirements in which it is located. 

Non-Precision Approach Zone: The inner edge of this approach zone coincides with the width 

of the primary surface and is one thousand (1,000) feet wide. The approach zone expands outward 

uniformly to a width of four thousand (4,000) feet at a horizontal distance of ten thousand (10,000) 

feet from the primary surface. Its centerline is the continuation of the centerline of the runway. 

Non-profit Organization: A not for profit organization pursuant to Internal Revenue Code section 

501(c)(3), 501(c)(4) or 501(c)(6). 

Non-significant features: The interior architectural features of the designated interior that the 

HPC has determined do not contribute to the special historic, cultural, and/or aesthetic character 

for which the interior was designated. These features comprise all of the interior architectural 

features of the interior with the exception of those features that are underscored in the designation 

report. 

Notice of Violation: A notice from the Office of Community Development and/or Historic 

Preservation Commission that work on a landmark site or within an historic district was performed 

without a permit or was not performed in accordance with a permit issued by the Office of 

Community Development and/or the Historic Preservation Commission. 

Oo 

Oblique: View in which a three-dimensional object is represented by a drawing (oblique drawing) 

in which the face, usually parallel to the picture plane, is represented in accurate or exact 

proportion, and all other faces are shown at any convenient angle other than 90°. 

Obstruction: Any structure, growth, or other object, including a mobile object, which exceeds a 

limited height set forth herein. 

Occupiable space: A room, or enclosure and accessory installations thereof, which are intended 

for human occupancy or habitation. 

Off-premise sign: A sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, or service, conducted, 

sold, or offered at a location other than the premises on which the sign is erected. (Excludes 

sidewalk signs.) 

Off-Street Parking: Parking which occurs on a lot and not on a street or other public right-of-

way. 

Office: A use or structure in which business or professional services are conducted or rendered. 

One-family Dwelling: A single dwelling unit individually deeded, meeting a minimum of three-

foot side setbacks, and suitable for single-family occupancy. Single-family Houses are constructed 

to the standards of the North Carolina State Building Code. 
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Open Land: Land which does not contain a principle building. 

Operation: The manner in which a window unit opens, closes, locks, or functions; e.g., casement, 

double- hung, etc. If non-operable, a window unit (such as a side light) is identified as "fixed." 

Ordinance: Any ordinance adopted by the City of Lexington City Council. 

Oriel: A projecting bay window carried on corbels or brackets. 

Orientation: The placement of structure on a lot, specifically the relationship of primary elevation 

to the street. 

Original appearance: The visual appearance of a structure or site at approximately the time of its 

completed initial construction. 

Outdoor Display: The incidental display of merchandise outside of a principal building in an area 

that is no more than ten percent (10%) of the size of the principal building footprint and where the 

amount of merchandise on outdoor display is no more than ten percent (10%) of the total inventory 

of merchandise on site. 

Outdoor Dining: An outdoor dining area that is incidental to a principal building. 

Outdoor Sales: The display of merchandise outside of a principal building in an area that is more 

than ten percent (10%) of the size of the principal building footprint, or the display of merchandise 

outside of a principal building where the amount of merchandise is more than ten percent (10%) 

of the total inventory of merchandise on site. 

Outdoor Lighting: Any light source that is installed or mounted outside of an enclosed building, 

but not including street lights installed or maintained along public or private streets. 

Outdoor Storage: The storage of materials or merchandise other than approved accessory 

structures, uses, or features, outside of a principal or accessory storage building enclosed on four 

sides. Storage of materials under pole sheds or carports that are not enclosed on at least three sides 

with the open side not visible from the public street or adjoining properties is considered outdoor 

storage. 

Out Parcel: A parcel of land associated with a shopping center or multi-tenant development, which 

is designated on an approved plat as a location for a free standing structure and/or use. 

Pp 

Packaging: An establishment or building used to package goods for transport or final retail 

distribution. 

Palladian Window: A three-part window opening with a tall, round-arched center window flanked 

by smaller rectangular windows and separated by posts or pilasters. 

Panel: A portion of a flat surface recessed, or raised from the surrounding area, distinctly set off 

by molding or some other decorative device. 

Panning: An applied material, usually metal, that covers the front (exterior) surface of an existing 

window frame or mullion. 
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Parapet: A low wall encircling the perimeter of a flat building roof, generally used to screen roof-

mounted mechanical equipment. 

Parcel: Any quantity of land and/or water capable of being described in definitive terms with 

respect to its location and boundaries and identified by the Davidson County Tax Department with 

a Parcel Identification Number. Though the terms “Parcel,” “Lot,” and “Tract” are technically 

interchangeable, the term Parcel typically is used to identify the property apart from an individual 

survey. 

Parish: A dwelling unit to provide shelter for an employee, typically the minister, of a religious 

institution. 

Park: Property and/or facilities operated by a government entity and dedicated to the public for 

recreational activities including: sports; hiking, biking, and horseback riding along greenways and 

trails; passive recreation; playgrounds; and the like. 

Parking Deck: An accessory or principal building for the storage of vehicles. Design is regulated 

in much the same way as a commercial building. 

Parking Lot: An area, not within a building, where motor vehicles may be stored for the purposes 

of temporary, daily, or overnight off-street parking. 

Parting strip: The small member, usually wood and usually removable, that separates the upper 

and lower sash pockets in the jamb of a double-hung window. 

Patio: An outdoor paved area at ground level adjoining a house or other building. 

Paver: A block of stone used in sidewalk or areaway paving. 

Pebble Dash (Roughcast): a coarse plaster surface used on outside walls that consists of lime and 

sometimes cement mixed with sand, small gravel, and often pebbles or shells. 

Pediment: 1. The triangular space forming the gable end of a roof above the horizontal cornice. 

2. An ornamental gable, usually triangular, above a door or window. 

Permit: A written authorization required by the City to perform an action or initiate, continue, 

modify, or complete a project. 

Person: An individual, corporation, governmental agency, business trust, estate trust, partnership, 

association, two or more persons having a joint or common interest, or any other legal entity. 

Person: An individual, partnership, firm, association, joint venture, public or private corporation, 

trust, estate, commission, board, public or private institution, utility, cooperative, interstate body, 

the State of North Carolina and its agencies and political subdivisions, or other legal entity. 

Pervious: Permeable or open to passage or entrance of storm water runoff.  

Petroleum Storage Facility: One or more parcels, structures or both where bulk supplies of 

petroleum, related distillates, and other related products are stored. 

Pier: 1. A column designed to support concentrated load. 2. A member, usually in the form of a 

thickened section, which forms an integral part of a wall; usually placed at intervals along the wall 

to provide lateral support or to take concentrated vertical loads. 3. A vertical supporting member 
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or element (usually of brick, stone, or metal) placed at intervals along a wall, which typically 

separate each storefront opening from the adjacent storefront opening. 

Pilaster: An engaged pier or pillar, often with capital and base. A shallow pier or rectangular 

column projecting slightly from a wall, representing a classical column with base, shaft, and 

capital. 

Pitch: The angle of slope of a roof or berm. 

Planned Development (PD): Development under single ownership or unified control, which 

includes one or more principal buildings or uses on one or more parcels and follows an overall 

approved plan in terms of general uses, function, design, infrastructure, and public space. Features 

typically include common driveways, common parking, common signage plan, and common 

landscaping plan. 

Planning and development regulation jurisdiction: The geographic area defined in Part 2 of 

this Chapter within which a city or county may undertake planning and apply the development 

regulations authorized by this Chapter. 

Planning board: Any board or commission established pursuant to G.S. 160D-301. 

Platted Lot: A lot appearing on a Plat that has been recorded at the Office of the Davidson County 

Register of Deeds. 

Playground: One or more parcels used for active recreational use and includes fixed 

improvements such as ball courts, shelters, tables and seating. 

Plinth: A platform base supporting a column or pilaster. 

PODS: Specifically, “Personal On-Demand Storage” containers, or similar devices that act as a 

portable storage unit. 

Pointing: The treatment of joints between bricks, stone, or other masonry components by filling 

with mortar; also called tuck-pointing. 

Pole: A single shaft of wood, steel, concrete, or other material capable of supporting the equipment 

mounted thereon in a safe and adequate manner and as required by provisions of the Code. 

Pond: an area filled with water, either natural or artificial, that is smaller than a lake. It may arise 

naturally in floodplains as part of a river system, or be a somewhat isolated depression in areas of 

low elevations. This includes detention ponds constructed as part of stormwater runoff controls in 

land development. 

Portable sign: A sign not permanently attached to the ground, a structure, or a building, and which 

can easily be removed. 

Porte-cochere: A roofed structure, extending from an entrance to a building, over an adjacent 

driveway to provide shelter while entering or leaving a vehicle. 

Portico: A small porch composed of a roof supported by columns, often found in front of a 

doorway. 
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Power Generation Plant: One or more parcels, structures or both used for the primary purpose 

of converting an energy input into electricity production to provide and distribute power to an area 

greater than the principal use on the site. 

Precision Approach Zone: The inner edge of this approach zone coincides with the width of the 

primary surface and is one thousand (1,000) feet wide. The approach zone expands outward 

uniformly to a width of sixteen thousand (16,000) feet at a horizontal distance of fifty thousand 

(50,000) feet from the primary surface. Its centerline is the continuation of the centerline of the 

runway. 

Precision Instrument Approach Zone: The inner edge of this approach zone coincides with the 

width of the primary surface and is one thousand (1,000) feet wide. The approach zone expands 

outward uniformly to a width of sixteen thousand (16,000) feet at a horizontal distance of fifty 

thousand (50,000) feet from the primary surface. Its centerline is the continuation of the centerline 

of the runway. 

Precision Instrument Runway: A runway having an existing precision approach procedure. Also, 

a runway for which a precision approach procedure is planned. 

Premises: A parcel of real property with a separate and distinct identifying number shown on a 

recorded plat, record of survey, parcel map, subdivision map, or a parcel legally created or 

established pursuant to applicable planning. 

Primary (principal) Façade: A facade facing a street or a public thoroughfare that is not 

necessarily a municipally dedicated space, such as a mews or court. 

Primary Surface: A surface longitudinally centered on a runway. The primary surface extends 

two hundred (200) feet beyond each end of that runway. The elevation of any point on the primary 

surface is the same as the elevation of the nearest point on the runway centerline. The width of the 

primary surface is one thousand (1,000) feet. 

Principal Building: A building containing the principal use of the lot. 

Principal Structure: A structure containing the principal use of the lot. 

Principal Use: The primary purpose or function that a lot serves or is proposed to serve. 

Processing: An establishment or building used in preparing, changing or treating inputs into either 

a new or final stage of a production activity. 

Produce Stand: A business that displays and sells fruits, vegetables, plants, flowers and the like. 

Production Shop: A light manufacturing establishment where noncombustible and/or 

nonhazardous goods are produced, fabricated, finished, assembled, or prepared along with 

warehousing, storage, inventory, in one part of the building and other administrative, retail, service, 

and/or office functions are located in another portion of the same building. A Production shop 

building is small-scaled with a maximum of 10,000 square feet in area and may contain shipping 

ramps and other structures related to logistics, inventory, or freight shipping and receiving. 

Professional Service: A category of commercial uses where a particular care or service is provided 

to clients primarily on a one-to-one basis. Examples include doctors, dentists, accountants, 

massage therapy, chiropractic services, salons, and spas. 
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Project Area: Any area of land and/or water, regardless of the number of individual parcels 

contained therein, on which development is proposed under these regulations. 

Projection sign: A type of building sign in which the greater square footage area is not parallel 

and is perpendicular or near perpendicular to the wall of the building. Projection signs are larger 

in scale than shingle signs and are typically not placed beneath an awning and are meant to target 

vehicular traffic. 

Property: All real property subject to land-use regulation by a local government. The term 

includes any improvements or structures customarily regarded as a part of real property. 

Property Owner: Any owner of a legal or equitable interest in real property, including the heirs, 

devisees, successors, assigns, and personal representative of such owner. 

Protected Area: The area adjoining and upstream of the Critical Areas and encompassing the 

remainder of the watershed where risk of water quality degradation from pollution is less than in 

the Critical Area. 

P.S.I.: Pounds per square inch, a term generally used when describing water pressure when 

cleaning a building. 

Public Thoroughfare: Any publicly accessible right of way including, but not limited to a street, 

sidewalk, public park, and path. 

Public Alley: An alley dedicated for public purpose and accepted by the City of Lexington for 

maintenance. 

Public Park: Any land owned by a governmental body and made available for use by the general 

public for active or passive recreational purposes or as a refuge for wildlife, including greenways. 

Public Sidewalk: A paved path provided for public pedestrian use and usually located at the side 

of a street within the right-of-way. 

Public Street: A street dedicated for public purpose, meeting the City of Lexington standards, and 

accepted for maintenance by the City of Lexington. 

Pushcart: any rubber-wheeled vehicle used for displaying, keeping, or storing any article by a 

vendor or peddler (other than a motor vehicle, bicycle, or trailer) which may be moved without the 

assistance of a motor and which does not require registration by the department of motor vehicles. 

Pushcart Vendor: A person who sells, or offers prepared food, fresh flowers, or washed fresh fruit 

from a pushcart. 

Qq 

Quarry: An operation for the dredging, digging, extraction, mining, or quarrying of stone, sand, 

gravel, or minerals for commercial purposes. 

Quadruplex: A building containing four residential living units. 

Quasi-judicial decision: A decision involving the finding of facts regarding a specific application 

of a development regulation and that requires the exercise of discretion when applying the 

standards of the regulation. The term includes, but is not limited to, decisions involving variances, 
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special use permits, certificates of appropriateness, and appeals of administrative determinations. 

Decisions on the approval of subdivision plats and site plans are quasi-judicial in nature if the 

regulation authorizes a decision-making board to approve or deny the application based not only 

upon whether the application complies with the specific requirements set forth in the regulation, 

but also on whether the application complies with one or more generally stated standards requiring 

a discretionary decision on the findings to be made by the decision-making board. 

Quoin: Decorative masonry units at corners of walls differentiated from the main wall by material 

and/or projection. 

Rr 

Rail: A horizontal sash member. 

Rate: A recurring charge. 

Recycling Collection: A principal or accessory site that collects paper products, glass, metal cans, 

and other non-organic recoverable resources from the public, sorts the materials and then sells or 

distributes the materials to a recycling processing plant. No reprocessing takes place on site. No 

dismantling takes place on site. 

Recycling Processing Plant: An industrial business that is not a junkyard, auto salvage, car 

crushing, or towing storage lot, in which recoverable resources such as paper products, glass, metal 

cans; and other products are recycled, reprocessed, and treated to return to such productions to a 

condition in which they may again be used for production. 

Recreation Facility, Indoor: A commercial or membership indoor facility such as an indoor field, 

arena, court, or natatorium, which is used for a variety of non-motorized sports such as swimming, 

tennis, soccer, football, lacrosse, basketball, horseback events, volleyball, etc. including any 

accessory structures, outdoor fields, clubhouses, shops, concessions and other related facilities. 

Recreation Facility, Outdoor: A commercial or membership outdoor field, court, swimming pool, 

trail, track, or course constructed and used for a variety of non-motorized sports such as swimming, 

tennis, bicycling, horseback riding or events, golf, soccer, baseball, lacrosse, basketball, softball, 

football, skating/skateboarding, running, volleyball, etc. including any accessory structures, 

clubhouses, shops, concessions and other related facilities. 

Redevelopment: The demolition and reconstruction of a building or a portion of a building. 

Reforestation: The process to establish or return an area to a wooded state, meaning an area that 

is dominated by trees and other woody plants and contains at a minimum, 100 trees per acre with 

at least fifty percent of those trees having a minimum two-inch caliper. 

Regulatory Flood: A flood representative of large floods reasonably characteristic of what can be 

expected to occur on a particular stream, with an average recurrence interval of 100 years, 

determined from an analysis of floods on a particular stream and other streams in the same general 

region. 

Rehabilitation: Any repair work that requires a permit. 

Relief: Carved or molded ornament that projects from a flat surface. 
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Religious Institution: A church, synagogue, temple, mosque, or other place of religious worship, 

including any customary accessory use or structure, such as a school, day care center, or dwelling, 

located on the same lot. 

Repair: Any work done on any window to correct any deterioration or decay of or damage to a 

window or any part thereof and to restore same, as closely as may be practicable, to its condition 

prior to the occurrence of such deterioration, decay or damage. The term "ordinary repair" shall 

refer to work that does not require a permit. 

Repointing: Process of renewing mortar joints; see pointing. 

Residential Awning: Any awning on a residential building and any awning on a commercial or 

mixed-use building except for storefront awnings. 

Residential Use: The human habitation of a dwelling unit. 

Restaurant: A building or operation, the purpose of which is to accommodate the consumption of 

food and beverages. 

Research facility: An establishment or building used to conduct research activities for industrial, 

medical, academic purposes, applied or otherwise. 

Restoration: The process of returning, as nearly as possible, a building or any of its parts to its 

original form and condition. 

Retaining Wall: A low wall of masonry that keeps earth in a fixed position. 

Retractable Awning: An awning attached to a frame which allows it to be extended out or folded 

or rolled back tight against the building façade. 

Return: The part of a molding, cornice, or wall surface that changes direction, usually at a right 

angle, toward the building wall. 

Reveal: The side of an opening for a door or window between the frame and the outer surface of 

a wall, showing the wall’s thickness. 

Reversible Alteration: An alteration in which the altered feature can be readily returned to its 

appearance prior to the alteration. 

Retail: The sale of goods, products, or merchandise directly to the consumer. 

Riding Academy: A facility the principal use of which is the provision of lessons in horseback 

riding on a nonprofit or for-profit basis. 

Right-of-way: Land dedicated for public use; the strip of publicly owned land used for public 

infrastructure such as streets and sidewalks, railroads, power, and public utilities. 

Right-of-way sign: A sign not erected by a public authority and located within the public right-

of-way, or within utility easements, whether the sign be located on utility poles, lamp posts, in the 

ground, or otherwise. 

Roof Plan: A drawing showing the arrangement of fixtures on the roof. 
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Rooftop addition: A construction or an installation of mechanical equipment and/or occupiable 

space situated on any structure's roof. 

Rock-faced: Masonry treated with a rough surface that retains or simulates the irregular texture 

of natural stone. 

Roll-down gate: A security gate with a mechanism that allows it to roll up and down. 

Roof sign: A sign erected or maintained in whole or in part upon or over the roof or parapet of a 

building. 

Rooming House: A One-family Dwelling where the individual bedrooms are rented to tenants, 

but other areas within the house and on the grounds, such as bath facilities, kitchen, living room, 

and porches, are treated as common area. “Family-style” meals are prepared on-site and provided 

for all of the residents on a daily basis. The manager resides on-site and employs no more than two 

other full-time employees. 

Rosette: A round floral ornament usually carved or painted. 

Round arch: A semicircular arch. 

Rowhouse: One of a group of an unbroken line of attached houses that share common side walls, 

known as party walls. 

Rubble stone: Irregularly shaped, rough-textured stone laid in an irregular manner. 

Runway: A defined area on an airport that is prepared for landing and takeoff of aircraft along its 

length. 

Runway Larger than Utility with a Visibility Minimum as low as ¾ Mile Non-precision 

Instrument Approach Zone: The inner edge of this approach zone coincides with the width of 

the primary surface and is one thousand (1,000) feet from the primary surface. Its centerline is the 

continuation of the centerline of the runway. 

Rustication: Rusticated stonework composed of large blocks of masonry separated by wide, 

recessed joints; often imitated in other materials for decorative purposes. 

Ss 

Salvage Yard: One or more parcels, structures or both which is maintained, operated, or used for 

the collection, storage, buying or selling of refurbished or repaired parts and components of 

automotive or recreational vehicles. Salvage yards can operate to collect and process scrap metals 

for the purposes of retail or wholesale trade. 

Sanitary Landfill: A solid waste disposal facility designed to meet the minimum standards of the 

State of North Carolina wherein refuse and other waste defined by State standards is disposed of 

by utilizing acceptable landfill engineering technology. 

Sash: The secondary part of a window which holds the glazing in place; may be operable or fixed; 

usually constructed of horizontal and vertical members; sash may be subdivided with muntins. The 

framework of a window, usually moveable, into which panes of glass are set. 

Saw Mill: A mechanized facility for cutting logs into timber for carpentry. 
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Scale: The height and width relationship of a building to surrounding buildings. 

School: Publicly-owned or privately-owned preschools, elementary schools, middle schools, high 

schools, vocational schools, college; but not including institutions the principal function of which 

is child day care. 

Scissor Gate: A security gate with a sideways retractable mechanism. 

Screening: A fence, wall, hedge, landscaping, buffer area or any combination thereof provided to 

create a visual separation between certain land uses. 

Search Ring: The area within which a wireless support facility must be located in order to meet 

service objectives of the wireless service provider using the wireless facility or wireless support 

structure. 

Seasonal Sells: The selling of a very limited type of merchandise that directly pertains to a 

particular holiday or season of the year, including the sale of fireworks in conjunction with the 

Fourth of July, Christmas trees during November and December, and produce stands during the 

Spring, Summer, and early Fall. Otherwise, the sale of non-perishable materials such as shoes, 

clothing, art, crafts, etc. are to be considered seasonal. 

Secondary Façade: A façade that does not face a public thoroughfare or mews or court and that 

does not possess significant architectural features. 

Section Drawing: A drawing representing a vertical plane cut through the structure. 

Security gate: A movable metal fixture installed in front of a storefront or inside the display 

window or door to protect the store from theft or vandalism when the store is closed. A security 

gate can be either the roll-down or scissor variety. 

Segmental arch: An arch that’s in the form of a segment of a semicircle. 

Self-service storage facility: Any real property designed and used for the purpose of renting or 

leasing individual storage space to occupants who are to have access to the space for the purpose 

of storing and removing personal property. No occupant may use a self-service storage facility for 

residential purposes. A self-service storage facility is not a safe-deposit box or vault maintained by 

banks, trust companies, or other financial entities. 

Semi-detached: A building attached to a similar one on one side but unattached on the other. 

Setback, Front: The minimum distance required by this ordinance or established by recorded plat 

between the existing right-of-way, access easement, or property line and the front building line of 

building or structure, projected to the side lines of the lot. See also Yards. 

Setback, Rear: The minimum distance required by this ordinance or established by recorded plat 

between the rear property line and the rear building line of a building or structure, projected to the 

side lines of the lot. See also Yards. 

Setback, Side: The minimum distance required by this ordinance or established by recorded plat 

between the side property line and the side building line of a building or structure, projected to the 

rear property line and the public street that the property fronts or the front property line. Side 
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setbacks on corner lots are measured from the existing right-of-way, access easement, or property 

line as a front setback. 

Shaft: The vertical segment of a column or pilaster between the base and the capital. 

Shed Dormer: A dormer window covered by a single roof slope without a gable. 

Shed Roof: A roof pitched in a single direction. 

Shiplap: Wooden siding rabbeted so that the edge of one board overlaps adjoining boards creating 

a flush joint. 

Shingle: A unit composed of wood, cement, asphalt compound, slate, tile or the like, employed in 

an overlapping series to cover roofs and walls. 

Shingle sign: A sign in which the greater square footage area is not parallel but is perpendicular 

or near perpendicular to the wall of the building, and is located beneath an awning or canopy 

targeting pedestrian traffic. 

Shop Drawings: Shop Drawings (also known as Fabrication Drawings) are detailed plans that 

show design intent. Shop drawings are provided by the contractor, manufacturer, supplier, or 

engineer and show all information necessary to manufacture, fabricate, assemble, and install the 

components of specified structures and features on the construction drawings. Shop drawings are 

typically of structures such as precast concrete storm drainage and sanitary sewer structures, storm 

drainage pipe, manholes, inlet grates, retaining walls, stairs and railing, water line appurtenances, 

fire hydrants, as well as proprietary stormwater control devices such as underground detention 

systems, etc. 

Shopfront Building: A one or two-story commercial building with retail display windows which 

fronts directly on a public sidewalk. Typically found in Uptown District. 

Shopping Center: A series of attached commercial units located on one common parcel and under 

single management. 

Short-term Rental: A dwelling unit, or any portion thereof, that is used and/or advertised through 

online platform, or other media, for transient occupancy for a period of less than one month. 

Commonly referred to as Airbnb. 

Shouldered Arch: An arch composed of a square-headed lintel supported at each end by a concave 

corbel. 

Shutter Dogs: The metal attachments which hold shutters in an open position against the face of 

a building. 

Sidelight: A vertically framed area of fixed glass, often subdivided into panes, flanking a door. 

Sidewalk: A minimum five-foot wide, concrete walkway constructed on public right-of-way, 

typically adjacent to a street. 

Sidewalk Café: An area adjacent a street-level eating or drinking establishment located within the 

sidewalk area of the public right-of-way exclusively for dining, drinking, and pedestrian 

circulation. 
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Sidewalk Display: The outdoor display of merchandise similar to the merchandise sold within the 

establishment for sale by the same commercial establishment. 

Sidewalk sign: A sign designed to post daily specials and other advertising messages, targeting 

pedestrians along a sidewalk for a business immediately adjacent to the portion of the sidewalk 

being used to display the sidewalk sign. 

Sight line drawing: A drawing representing an uninterrupted view from eye level.  

Sign: Any object, device, structure, or part thereof, situated outdoors, which is used to advertise, 

identify, display, direct, or attract attention to an object, person, institution, organization, business, 

product, service, event, or location by any means, including words, letters, figures, designs, 

symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images. Signs do not include the flag or 

emblem of any nation, organization of nations, state, city, or of any fraternal, religious or civic 

organization; works of art which in no way identify a product; or scoreboards located on athletic 

fields. Sign types are defined in Section 6. 

Signage: Any lettering or logos in general, used to advertise a store, goods, or services. 

Sign band: The flat, horizontal area on the facade usually located immediately above the storefront 

and below the second story windowsill where signs were historically attached. A sign band may 

also occur within a decorative band course above a storefront. 

Significant Feature: An exterior architectural component of a building that contributes to its 

special historic, cultural, and/or aesthetic character, or in the case of an historic district, that 

reinforces the special characteristics for which the historic district was designated. 

Significant landscape improvement: Any landscape improvement which is a character-defining 

element in its historic district, contributing to the special aesthetic and historic character for which 

the district was designated, and including but not limited to those landscape improvements 

identified as landscape features in the designation report. 

Sill: 1. The lower horizontal part of a window frame or window opening; also the accessory 

member which extends as a weather barrier from frame to outside face of wall. 2. The horizontal 

member at the bottom of a window or door. 

Site: A parcel of land or any combination of several parcels of land occupied or intended to be 

occupied by a principal use or building, together with any accessory structures or uses. 

Site plan: A scaled drawing and supporting text showing the relationship between lot lines and the 

existing or proposed uses, buildings, or structures on the lot. The site plan may include site-specific 

details such as building areas, building height and floor area, setbacks from lot lines and street 

rights-of-way, intensities, densities, utility lines and locations, parking, access points, roads, and 

stormwater control facilities that are depicted to show compliance with all legally required 

development regulations that are applicable to the project and the site plan review. A site plan 

approval based solely upon application of objective standards is an administrative decision and a 

site plan approval based in whole or in part upon the application of standards involving judgment 

and discretion is a quasi-judicial decision. A site plan may also be approved as part of a conditional 

zoning decision. 

Skirt: A bottom finishing piece of fabric that hangs from the lower edge of an awning. 
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Small shrubs: plant including dwarf and semi-dwarf varieties, are typically used for 

ornamentation and mature at 4 feet. 

Small trees: Deciduous and Evergreen Trees that mature at between 10 and 35 feet in height. 

Small wireless facility: A wireless facility that meets the following qualifications: 1) Each antenna 

is located inside an enclosure of no more than 6 cubic feet in volume or, in the case of an antenna 

that has exposed elements, the antenna and all of its exposed elements, if enclosed, could fit within 

an enclosure of no more than 6 cubic feet; 2) All other wireless equipment associated with the 

facility has a cumulative volume of no more than 28 cubic feet. For the purposes of this sub-

subdivision (G.S. 160D-931), the following types of ancillary equipment are not included in the 

calculation of equipment volume: electric meters, concealment elements, telecommunications 

demarcation boxes, ground-based enclosures, grounding equipment, power transfer switches, cut-

off switches, vertical cable runs for the connection of power and other services, or other support 

structures. 

Soffit: 1) The exposed underside of any architectural element, especially a roof; 2) The underside 

of a structural component such as a beam, arch, or recessed area. 

Solar Farm: A land use where a series of photovoltaic solar collectors are placed in an area for 

the purpose of generating and distributing electric power for an area greater than the principal use 

on the site. Also referred to as a Solar Power Plant and Photovoltaic Farm. 

Solid Waste: Any hazardous or non-hazardous garbage, refuse, sludge from a waste treatment 

plant, water supply treatment plant, or air pollution control facility, or other discarded material, 

including solid, liquid, semi-solid, or contained gaseous material resulting from industrial, 

institutional, commercial, agricultural, and land clearing operations. This term does not include 

the following: Fowl and animal fecal waste; Solid or dissolved material in any of the following: 

Domestic sewage, and sludge generated by the treatment thereof, in sanitary sewage disposal 

systems which have a design capacity of more than 3,000 gallons or which discharges effluent to 

the surface waters; Irrigation return flows; or Wastewater discharges, and the sludge incidental 

thereto and generated by the treatment thereof, which are point sources subject to permits granted 

under Section 402 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended (33 U.S.C. Sec. 1251 

et seq.) and permits granted under G.S. 143-215.1 by the Environmental Management 

Commission; Oils and other liquid hydrocarbons controlled under Article 21A of Section 143 of 

the North Carolina General Statutes; Any radioactive material as defined by the North Carolina 

Radiation Protection Act (G.S. 104E- 1 through 104E- 23); or Mining refuse covered by the North 

Carolina Mining Act (G.S. 74-46 through74- 68), and regulated by the North Carolina Mining 

Commission (as defined under G.S. 143B-290). 

Spalling: The chipping or erosion of masonry caused by abuse or weathering. 

Spandrel: 1) A panel between the top of one window and the sill of another window on the story 

directly above it; 2) An irregular, triangular wall segment adjacent to an arched opening. 

Spandrel Area: The portion of the facade below the sill of an upper story window and above the 

lintel of the window or display window directly below it or above the lintel of a window or display 

window and the building cornice or top of building. 
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Special event: the temporary use (solely or partially) of a privately-owned occupied or vacant lot 

or building for a use or occupancy that is not approved or operating under a Certificate of 

Occupancy for that location, and/or the temporary use of any portion of public right-of-way 

including a public street or sidewalk for a use other than normal. Elements of the temporary use 

often change the site character for the duration of the special event and may affect the ability of 

the site to comply with the design standards or district regulations under which it was originally 

approved. 

Special use permit: A permit issued to authorize development or land uses in a particular zoning 

district upon presentation of competent, material, and substantial evidence establishing compliance 

with one or more general standards requiring that judgment and discretion be exercised as well as 

compliance with specific standards. The term includes permits previously referred to as conditional 

use permits or special exceptions. 

Special windows: (1) those windows in which the complexity of the muntin pattern or the molding 

profiles is one of the characteristics of the style and age of the building; or (2) windows having 

one or more of the following or similar attributes, including but not limited to: (i) Bay or oriel 

window (ii) Curved glass (iii) Multi-pane sash, i.e., 12 or more panes in a single sash in which a 

typical pane does not exceed 30 square inches of open (glazed) area (iv) Stained or otherwise 

crafted glazing for artistic effect (v) Highly decorated (carved or otherwise embellished) sash or 

frame (vi) Non-rectilinear sash or frame. 

Stable: A structure used to keep livestock, especially horses. Generally, a stable will be divides 

into several stalls for separating animals. A stable must be a private, accessory structure and not 

for commercial use. 

Stile: A main vertical member of a door or window. 

Stoop: The steps which lead to the front door; from the Dutch “stoep.” 

Storefront: The first story area of the façade that provides access or natural illumination into a 

space used for retail or other commercial purposes. 

Storefront Bay: The area of the storefront defined by and spanning the two piers. 

Storefront Infill: The framing, glazing, and cladding contained within a storefront opening in the 

facade. 

Storefront Opening: The area of the facade framed by the piers and lintel, which contains 

storefront infill. 

Storage building: An attached or detached building without indoor temperature control used to 

store personal items. 

Storm Drainage Design Manual: The most recent edition of the manual adopted by the City 

Council setting forth standard details for the design and construction of stormwater management 

systems. 

Stormwater Buffer: A natural or vegetated area through which stormwater runoff flows in a 

diffuse manner so that the runoff does not become channeled, and which provides for infiltration 

of the runoff and filtering of pollutants. The buffer is measured landward from the normal pool 

elevation of impounded structures and from the bank of each side of streams or rivers. 
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Stormwater Control Measure (SCM): also known as "Best Management Practice" or "BMP," 

means a permanent structural device that is designed, constructed, and maintained to remove 

pollutants from stormwater runoff by promoting settling or filtration; or to mimic the natural 

hydrologic cycle by promoting infiltration, evapo-transpiration, post-filtration discharge, reuse of 

stormwater, or a combination thereof. 

Story: That part of a building or structure above ground level between a floor and the floor or roof 

next above. 

Streamers: A series of attached shapes, especially flags or pennants, that is attached to buildings, 

structures, features, or merchandise and that moves with wind. 

Street Furniture: Functional elements of the streetscape, including but not limited to benches, 

trash receptacles, transit shelters, planters, telephone booths, kiosks, signposts, street lights, 

bollards, and removable enclosures. 

Street Orientation: The direction of the architectural front façade of a building in relation to the 

street. 

Street, Private: An interior circulation road designed and constructed to carry vehicular traffic 

from public streets within or adjoining a site to parking and service areas; it is not maintained or 

intended to be maintained by the public. Excludes private driveways that are constructed to serve 

as access directly from a public street to a property under single ownership or for internal access 

to outparcels within a shopping center when an access easement is in place. 

Street, Public: A corridor dedicated for common communication, utility and transportation use 

including an improved surface that meets the construction standards of the City of Lexington for 

a street and may be public or private. Excludes private driveways that are constructed to serve as 

access directly from a public street to a property under single ownership or for internal access to 

outparcels within a shopping center when an access easement is in place. 

Street Right-of-Way: Street right-of-way will mean any public right-of-way set aside for public 

travel which is accepted or eligible to be accepted for maintenance by the State of North Carolina, 

or the City of Lexington, if so authorized; or has been dedicated for public travel by the recording 

of a plat or a subdivision which has been approved or is subsequently approved by the City of 

Lexington; or has otherwise been established as a public street prior to the adoption of this 

ordinance. 

Street Trees: Large trees planted along a street in or near the right-of-way to establishing a lining 

of the street in a uniform pattern. 

Streetscape: The built and planted elements of a street that define its character. 

Stretcher: A masonry unit or brick laid horizontally with its length parallel to the wall. 

Stringcourse: A narrow horizontal band of masonry, extending across the façade, which can be 

flush or projecting, and flat surfaced, molded, or richly carved. 

Structure: Anything constructed, installed, or portable, the use of which requires a location on a 

parcel of land. This includes a fixed or movable building which can be used for residential, 

business, commercial, agricultural, or office purposes, either temporarily or permanently. 
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"Structure" also includes, but is not limited to, swimming pools, tennis courts, signs, cisterns, 

sewage treatment plants, sheds, docks, mooring areas, and similar accessory construction. 

Stucco: A coating for exterior walls made from Portland cement, lime, sand, and water. 

Studio: An attached or detached building, room or other space where services are offered using 

specialized means such as recording, television, art or digital media equipment. Services offered 

are often related to the visual, musical, dance or martial arts. 

Subdivision: All divisions of a tract or parcel of land into two or more lots, building sites, or other 

divisions when any one or more of those divisions is created for the purpose of sale or building 

development (whether immediate or future) and shall include all divisions of land involving the 

dedication of a new street or a change in existing streets. 

Subframe: A secondary frame set within a masonry opening. 

Subsequent Use: Any use that occupies a structure after the initial occupancy. 

Substantial Improvement: Any repair, reconstruction, expansion, or improvement of a structure, 

the cost of which exceeds 50 percent of the assessed value of a structure as determined either 

before the expansion or improvement begins or before the damage occurred giving rise to the 

repair or reconstruction. 

Substantial modification: The mounting of a proposed wireless facility on a wireless support 

structure that substantially changes the physical dimensions of the support structure. The burden 

is on the local government to demonstrate that a mounting that does not meet the listed criteria 

constitutes a substantial change to the physical dimensions of the wireless support structure. A 

mounting is presumed to be a substantial modification if it meets any one or more of the following 

criteria: 

1. Increasing the existing vertical height of the structure by the greater of (i) more than ten 

percent (10%) or (ii) the height of one additional antenna array with separation from the 

nearest existing antenna not to exceed 20 feet. 

2. Except where necessary to shelter the antenna from inclement weather or to connect the 

antenna to the tower via cable, adding an appurtenance to the body of a wireless support 

structure that protrudes horizontally from the edge of the wireless support structure the 

greater of (i) more than 20 feet or (ii) more than the width of the wireless support structure 

at the level of the appurtenance. 

3. Increasing the square footage of the existing equipment compound by more than 2,500 

square feet. 

Sugaring: A term describing the deterioration of stone caused by the breaking up or dissolving of 

the stone surface. 

Surround: The ornamental frame of a door or window. 

Swag: A carved ornament in the form of a draped cloth or a festoon of fruit or flowers. 

Sweepstakes Business: See Electronic Gaming Establishment 
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Swimming pool: A water retaining structure used for purposes such as leisure and exercise. Pools 

can be sunk into the ground or built above it, as a freestanding construction or as part of a building 

or other structure. 

Synthetic: Any material that is produced or fabricated from combining different substances; not 

natural. 

Synthetic Resin: Any class of synthetic substances used to make plastic or polymer building 

materials and products. They are viscous liquids that are capable of hardening permanently, into 

the shape of a production mold. 

Tt 

Temporary: Lasting for a limited time or occurring at limited intervals. The Administrator may 

establish time limits or maximum number of intervals based on the nature of the use or structure. 

Typically, temporary structures are defined as being limited to a three-month time period and 

temporary uses are defined as being limited to periods of less than one week, or no more than once 

per week for a period of no more than three months. 

Temporary Health Care Structures: A transportable residential structure providing an 

environment facilitating a caregiver’s care for a mentally of physical impaired person. Temporary 

healthcare structures are pre-assembled and placed on the site as an accessory use. 

Temporary Structure: A building placed on a lot for a specific purpose which is to be removed 

within a specified time period. Examples of temporary structures are monitoring stations, mobile 

classrooms, construction trailers, and produce stands. 

Terra cotta: Hard fired clay, either glazed or unglazed, molded into ornamental elements, wall 

cladding, and roof tiles. 

Texture: The exterior finish of a surface, ranging from smooth to coarse. 

Thoroughfare: A facility with a functional purpose of moderate to low mobility and high access. 

The facility has no control of access, traffic signals, driveways with full movements, and a 

minimum of 2 travel lanes without a median. Connections are provided primarily at at-grade 

intersections. 

Tie rod: A metal tension rod connecting two structural members, such as gable walls or beams, 

acting as a brace or reinforcement; often anchored by means of a metal plate in such forms as an 

“S” or a star. 

Timbering: The act of harvesting trees on one or more parcels to be sold at current market rate. 

Timber and Forest Product Processing Facility: One or more parcels, structures or both existing 

for the primary purpose of gathering, sorting, cutting, chipping, grinding, pulpwood processing, or 

other value-added activities in the timber and forest product industry. Timber processing facilities 

are primarily involved in the production of one of the four major wood product categories being 

sawn timber, wood based panels, wood chips, paper and paper products and components for the 

utilities and railroad industries. 

Tongue-and groove: An edge joint of two boards consisting of a continuous raised fillet or tongue 

on one edge that fits into a corresponding rectangular groove cut into the edge of the other board. 
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Towing or wrecker service: A person engaged in the business or offering the services of a vehicle 

wrecker or towing service, whereby disabled motor vehicles are towed or otherwise removed from 

the place where they are disabled by use of a wrecker so designed for that purpose or by a truck, 

automobile, or other vehicle so adapted to that purpose, or in the business of storing disabled motor 

vehicles. 

Townhomes: Dwelling units on parcels with individual deeds and common areas maintained by 

homeowners associations. Scale can range from two attached units to a longer series of attached 

residences in multiple buildings. 

Tracery: An ornamental configuration of curved mullions in a Gothic sash. 

Tract: A defined area of land. Though the terms “Tract,” “Lot,” and “Parcel” are technically 

interchangeable, the term “Tract” commonly refers to a portion of land greater than three acres in 

size. 

Transition Surfaces: These surfaces extend outward at right angles (ninety-degree angles) to the 

runway centerline and extend at a slope of seven (7) feet horizontally for each foot vertically from 

the sides of the primary and approach surfaces to where they intersect the horizontal and conical 

surfaces. 

Transitional Zones: The transitional zones are the areas beneath the transitional surfaces. 

Transom: 1) A horizontal bar of wood or stone across a window; 2) The cross-bar separating a 

door from the window, panel, or fanlight above it. 3) The window above the transom bar of a door. 

4) The glazed area above a display window or door separated from the main window area or door 

by a transom bar. 

Transom bar: A horizontal element that subdivides an opening, usually between a door and 

window. 

Trefoil: A three-lobed decorative form used in Gothic architecture. 

Triplex: A building containing three residential living units. 

Trucking terminal: The use of land, buildings, or structures, or portions thereof, where transports 

are stored, rented, leased, kept for hire, or parked for remuneration or from which trucks or 

transports are dispatched as common carriers, or where goods are stored temporarily for further 

shipment. 

Tuck-Pointing: See pointing. 

Turret: A small tower, usually supported by corbels and at the corner of a building. 

Two-family Dwelling: A building with two dwelling units under a single deed, and suitable for 

two individual occupancies. Two-family Dwellings are constructed to the standards of the North 

Carolina State Building Code.  

Uu 

Utility pole: A structure that is designed for and used to carry lines, cables, wires, lighting 

facilities, or small wireless facilities for telephone, cable television, electricity, lighting, or wireless 

services. 
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Utility Station: An electricity or gas substation, water or wastewater pumping station, telephone 

repeater station, or similar structure used as an intermediary switching, boosting, distribution, or 

transfer station for electricity, water, wastewater, cable television, or telephone services between 

the point of generation and the end user, or a public or private wastewater treatment plant or water 

treatment plant, but not including satellite dish antennae, facilities for the handling of solid waste, 

or radio, television, or microwave transmission or relay towers. 

Vv 

Variance: A requested deviation from the regulations contained within this ordinance. 

Vested right: The right to undertake and/or complete a development and use of property under the 

terms and conditions of a local government-approved site plan. 

Vehicular Sight Distance: The line of vision needed by a motorist to safely move from a driveway 

or side street onto a street. The vehicular sight distance is typically contained within the triangular 

area formed by a diagonal line connecting two points located on intersecting property lines (or a 

property line) and the curb or a driveway, the first point being 15 feet from the point of intersection 

along the street or driveway in which the vehicle is located an the second point being 30 feet from 

the point of intersection along the street or driveway perpendicular to the vehicles direction of 

travel. Variations in lot layout and topography may alter the size of the area required. 

Vehicular sign: A sign applied to a parked vehicle or trailer that is legible from the public right-

of-way where the primary purpose of the vehicle is stationary advertisement. For the purposes of 

this ordinance, vehicular signs will not include business logos, identification, or advertising on 

vehicles primarily used for other business purposes as evidenced by the fact that the vehicle is 

typically moved on a daily basis. 

Vehicular Surface Area: Any portion of a parking lot, driveway, holding area, lane, or street used 

for vehicular travel or storage. 

Veneer: A decorative facing applied to an exterior wall, typically either made of or made to look 

like brick or stone. 

Vinyl: A plastic material created from a polymer of a vinyl compound or resin, used in building 

materials and coverings. 

Vinyl Siding: Sheets of thermal plastic compound made from chloride or vinyl acetates, as well 

as some plastic made from styrene or other chemicals, usually fabricated to resemble clapboard. 

Visual Termination: A point, surface, building, or structure terminating a vista or view, often at 

the end of a straight street or coinciding with a bend. 

Visually Impervious: A buffering or screening device which partially or totally blocks the view 

to, or from, adjacent sites by a discernible factor ranging up to 100 percent. 

Volute: A carved spiral form in classical architecture; often used in pairs as in the capitals of Ionic 

columns. 

Voussoir: A wedge-shaped component of an arch. 

Ww 
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Warehouse: A large-scale building that is used for warehousing and wholesaling. Truck and/or 

rail loading areas are typically prominent features of the site. 

Warehousing: The indoor storage of goods, materials, or merchandise for shipment to, or 

processing on, other property. 

Waste transfer station: a building or processing site for the temporary deposition of waste. 

Transfer stations are often used as places where local waste collection vehicles will deposit their 

waste cargo prior to loading into larger vehicles. These larger vehicles will transport the waste to 

the end point of disposal in an incinerator, landfill, or hazardous waste facility, or for recycling. 

Wastewater Treatment Facility: A facility operated by a licensed utility, in compliance with all 

applicable state, county, and City regulations, and intended or used for the treatment and surface 

or subsurface disposal of wastewater and which serves more than one use or more than four 

dwelling units; or a facility intended or used for the treatment and subsurface disposal of 

wastewater which serves only one use or up to four dwelling units. 

Watercourse: A natural channel through which water flows. 

Watershed: The entire land area contributing surface drainage into a specific stream, creek, lake, 

or other body of water. 

Water Table: A belt course differentiating the foundation from a masonry building on its exterior 

walls. 

Water tower: A water storage tank, a standpipe, or an elevated tank situated on a support structure 

originally constructed for use as a reservoir or facility to store or deliver water. 

Wholesale Establishment: A building, property, or activity the principal use or purpose of which 

is the sale of goods, products, or merchandise stored on the premises to persons who are 

intermediaries between the producer and the consumer. 

Window/door sign: Any sign that is painted on, attached to, or suspended behind or in front of a 

window or door which is intended for viewing from the exterior of the building and/or clearly 

legible from public right-of-way. 

Windsock: A sign or decorative figure, or character that is inflated with air and moves with wind 

to attract attention to a site. 

Winery: An establishment primarily engaged in the production and distribution of unfortified or 

fortified wine and sells the majority of product for off-site sale and consumption. The 

establishment must hold an unfortified winery permit, as authorized in G.S. 18B-1101, or fortified 

winery permit, as authorized in G.S. 18B-1102. An establishment may include accessory uses such 

as tasting room(s), restaurant, retail, demonstration areas, education and training facilities, or other 

uses incidental to the winery business. In addition, on-site vineyards may be present or not. 

Wireless facility: Equipment at a fixed location that enables wireless communications between 

user equipment and a communications network, including (i) equipment associated with wireless 

communications and (ii) radio transceivers, antennas, wires, coaxial or fiber-optic cable, regular 

and backup power supplies, and comparable equipment, regardless of technological configuration. 

The term includes small wireless facilities. The term does not include any of the following: a) The 

structure or improvements on, under, within, or adjacent to which the equipment is collocated; b) 
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Wireline backhaul facilities; or c) Coaxial or fiber-optic cable that is between wireless structures 

or utility poles or city utility poles or that is otherwise not immediately adjacent to or directly 

associated with a particular antenna. 

Wireless infrastructure provider: Any person with a certificate to provide telecommunications 

service in the State who builds or installs wireless communication transmission equipment, 

wireless facilities, or wireless support structures for small wireless facilities but that does not 

provide wireless services. 

Wireless provider: A wireless infrastructure provider or a wireless services provider. 

Wireless services: Any services, using licensed or unlicensed wireless spectrum, including the use 

of Wi- Fi, whether at a fixed location or mobile, provided to the public using wireless facilities. 

Wireless services provider: A person who provides wireless services. 

Wireless support structure: A new or existing structure, such as a monopole, lattice tower, or 

guyed tower that is designed to support or capable of supporting wireless facilities. A utility pole 

or a city utility pole is not a wireless support structure. 

Wood Shingles: Thin tapered rectangular pieces of wood installed in overlapping rows to cover 

walls or roofs; the butt of the shingles can be cut in a variety of shapes to give a distinctive pattern 

to a wall surface. 

Wooded: An area included within an approved reforestation area, dedicated natural open space, 

or an area that is dominated by trees and other woody plants and contains at a minimum, 100 trees 

per acre with at least fifty percent of those trees having a two-inch or greater caliper. Also 

commonly referred to as forest. 

Working Day: Any day on which the offices of the City of Lexington are officially open, not 

including Saturdays, Sundays, and other holidays designated by the City Council. 

Workshop: An attached or detached building, room or other space where things are produced or 

repaired using machines and/or tools.  

Yy 

Yard, Front: The area between the front building line of a principal building or structure and the 

public or private street upon which the property fronts, projected to the side property lines. 

Yard, Rear: The area between the rear building line of a principal building or structure and the 

property line farthest from the public or private street fronting the parcel, projected to the side 

property lines. 

Yard Sale: An informal, irregularly scheduled event held not more than once during a consecutive 

three-month period at a residential dwelling for the sale of used goods by the occupant of the 

dwelling. The seller is not required by law to collect sales tax. The goods in a yard sale are 

unwanted items from the household occupied by the homeowners conducting the sale. Yard sales 

occurring at intervals of more than once per three consecutive month time period shall be 

considered a business use. Wholesaling is prohibited.  
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Yard, Side: The area between the side building line of a principal building or structure and the 

side property line, not projecting into the front or rear yard. For corner lots, measurement shall 

begin at street instead of the property line. 

Zz 

Zero lot line: The location of a building or structure on a lot in such a manner that one of the 

building’s or structure’s sides rests directly on a parcel line. 
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